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I have to admit—I have been 
a victim of brain drain and writers 
block. Sometimes coming up with  
a vision of what to write seems 
impossible. As I sit here watching 
PBS programs discussing global 
warming, it can become very 
depressing. Where is the solution 
that will turn the tide?

The debate on global warming for 
years has included those who 
refuse to believe that global warm-
ing is occurring, trying their best to 
prove that the earth is not warm-
ing. Yet, as science has embraced 
modern technology along with 
creative and critical thinking, the 
discussion has become less and 
about whether or not it is happen-
ing, but more about how quickly it 
is occurring. Once again technol-
ogy is being harnessed to help 
change our view of the world.

I am convinced that students of 
today will come up with the solu-
tions to the problems of tomorrow, 
if we teach them how to think 
creatively and critically. A huge part 
of literacy is the ability to think 
critically. If a person can read and 
write and cannot think well on their 
own, they are illiterate in today’s 
society. If a person can read and 
write, but cannot access most of the 

information being produced today 
via technology, then they are also 
illiterate. Modern literacy must 
include critical, creative thinking, 
the ability to harness and use 
technology, as well as being able  
to read, write, and do math.

We need to educate our students  
to all become participants in the 
global economy as truly literate 
contributing members. To do so, 
they will need to be able to read, 
write, do math and be able to access 
the vast amount of information 
being provided via the Internet. 
They also will need to be able to 
critically think about what they are 
reading. They will need to be able to 
independently think about what 
they are reading. New solutions to 
old problems and solutions to new 
problems are imperative. Change is 
inevitable and today’s students will 
need to have the ability to help 
shape that “change.”

One perfect example of a solution 
devised by the new generation of 

students is a “skateboard” base for 
cars. One concept for hydrogen 
cars is to design a “base” that any 
car manufacturer can place a body 
onto to complete the car. This base 
has the major components of the 
hydrogen propulsion system. All it 
needs is the top of the car where 
the driver and passengers sit. This 
idea comes from a generation of 
students who grew up with skate-
boards. Using prior knowledge, 
they devised a solution that could 
make hydrogen cars economically 
feasible to mass produce. To change 
our current fuel system from gas to 
hydrogen will require many more 
innovations like the “skateboard 
base” car. 

As we make choices for education 
based on the current state of the 
economy, we must consider the fact 
that creativity is a necessary ele-
ment for our students to succeed in 
the future. Creative thinking isn’t 
developed by a “cookie cutter” style 
educational system.
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Message from the President Elect—

Spring Conference
Watch	for	these	Signposts

of room to visit with teachers about 
their projects on a one-to-one basis. 
There will be three opportunities  
on Thursday to learn more about 
several quality projects during one 
session time:

12:30—Participants in The Learning 
Web, a year-long statewide grant, 
will share classroom integration 
projects.

1:30 and 2:30—Teachers who chose 
to share their projects via this 
informal setting will be presenting.

Playground Sessions
On Thursday at 3:30 in the Gatsby 
Room, Educational Service Unit 
personnel will provide interactive 
hands-on demonstrations of new 
technologies and resources.  
Sessions include: 
•	 Get	the	411	on	Information	

Overload!

•	 Thinkfinity	Resources

•	 Google	Docs	&	Spreadsheets

•	 MS	Office	2008

•	 Wet	Your	2.0	Whistle

•	 Good	Things	Come	in	Small	
Packages: Netbooks Galore!

•	 NROC

•	 PowerMediaPlus

You can drop into any playground 
and join the fun!

Bring Your Own Laptop 
(BYOL) Sessions 
The Fedora II Room will be the 
place where the participants bring 
their own laptops for an interactive, 
hands-on experience. There will be 
limited seating, so register soon! 

Sessions include: 
•	 Get	Your	Groove	on	with	 

GarageBand!

•	 Social	Bookmarking!

•	 Thinkfinity	in	Nebraska

•	 Solving	Mathematics	Problems	
Using Geogebra

•	 Connect	Nebraska:	Connecting	
4th Grade Classrooms

•	 Become	a	Savvy	Web	Searcher

Sessions are FREE! 
Here’s how it works:
•	 Receive a TICKET for a BYOL 

session by pre—registering at 
http://center.uoregon.edu/confer-
ences/NETA/NETA2009/registra-
tion/	or	call	1.800.280.6218	if	
registering via mail or fax.

•	 Only	TICKETED	participants	
will be admitted to BYOL ses-
sions.

•	 Instructions	for	required	pro-
gram installations and accounts 
will be e-mailed so can be in-
stalled prior to the conference.

•	 Your	TICKET	will	be	delivered	in	
your conference materials at 
Registration.

•	 If	you	are	unable	to	attend	your	
BYOL sessions, please return 
your TICKET to the Registration 
Desk.

•	 If	the	BYOL	session	is	full,	check	
at	the	Registration	Desk	for	
returned tickets

Strands
Technical —A strand of eleven 
sessions especially relevant to 
network/infrastructure personnel 
has been scheduled. 

Sue Oppliger 
ESU 7, Columbus

Schedule Search—NEW! 
We are excited to announce that 
you can now search our NETA 2009 
conference sessions with a new 
feature we’ve added to the web site. 
Check it out with the link on the 
Conference Schedule Search page 
—http://www.netasite.org/
conf2009/schedule.html

You can either view the “sessions at 
a glance” for both days or search for 
sessions by content, strands, day, 
presenter, description, etc. Have fun 
searching and planning your 
conference experience!

Session Length
The length of breakout sessions  
has changed for 2009. Sessions are 
45 minutes long with 15 minutes 
between sessions. The last session 
will begin at 2:30 on Friday, so the 
Prize	Drawing	will	held	at	3:30	in	
the Windsor VI room.

There will be two Keynote sessions, 
16	Featured	Speakers	sessions,	107	
sessions presented by teachers— 
students	will	be	assisting	with	18	of	
these	sessions;	36	poster	sessions—	
students will be assisting with 3 of 
these sessions; and 45 sessions 
presented by vendors. Student and 
vendor sessions will be noted in the 
conference program. Sixty-three of 
the sessions will be provided by 
teachers	presenting	for	the	first	
time at NETA!

Poster Gallery Sessions 
Poster sessions are informal, 
exhibit-style presentations in an 
open, public environment. The 
Gatsby room will allow you plenty (Continued on page 9)
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It is not very often that 
you	find	a	class	in	which	students	
are “using school as a career starter 
and not just a place to go and do 
assignments. The students are trying 
to get the knowledge out of this class 
so they can make money later in 
life,” says Julie Mohr, Art teacher. 
This team-taught class, called 
Schoolhouse Graphic Products, 
incorporates the 21st Century skills 
of interviewing, application, com-
munication, design, fabrication 
(wood and metal), management, 
inventory, accounting, marketing, 
salesmanship, scheduling, time 
management, and technology skills 
for a self-supporting school-based 
business.

As one of the teachers, Julie also 
reports that “Pride and a work ethic 
are the key outcomes for this class. 
Students have a feeling of accom-
plishment each day when they 
arrive early to work on a project, 
stay	late	to	finish	something,	or	give	
up personal time on the weekends 
to accomplish their job tasks.”

How the class started
In the fall of 2001, after using a laser 
engraver from ESU 10, the teachers 
of this unique class searched and 
bought similar technology to start 
their own school-based business in 
January of 2002. This business is 
entirely run by students from the 
top down. Students are the general 
managers, the bookkeepers, the 
designers, the salesmen, and the 
production crews. Students take 
control of the entire business 
process by working with clients, 

Nicole Badgley, 
Arnold Public 
Schools

Student Spotlight
School	House	Graphics	Products	at	Arnold	H.S.

taking orders for jobs, creating bids, 
designing layouts, building parts of 
the signs, and sending out bills. 
They organize each incoming job  
by due date, and then work to meet 
those deadlines. Their jobs are as 
diversified	as	they	are	and	include	
vinyl signs, wood and metal en-
graved plaques, lettering and 
numbering for vehicles, coaching 
boards, laptop name stickers, and 
much more.

Changing views of school
The school environment has 
changed in that the level of coop-
eration between the teaching 
disciplines has increased. People 
are thinking bigger, students are 
definitely	thinking	bigger;	they	
don’t put limits on themselves 
because they can see anything is 
possible. Teachers share a lot of 
ideas and seek help and support 

from other teachers. Team teaching 
is more common. Our administra-
tion is really willing to allow us to 
team teach, to collaborate, to share 
ideas, to have students take control 
of projects, and to change tradi-
tional processes. 

What is ahead?
The Schoolhouse Graphics class is a 
presenter at the NETA conference, 
and will be working in the hallway 
during the conference offering 
NETA logos and custom laptop 
names. As CEPA grant recipients, 
they will be working on dual-credit 
college internship courses and will 
spend the summer designing, 
producing, and installing Custer 
County’s 911 road signs. They will 
also	be	fulfilling	a	national	contract	
with Regal Awards to assemble, 
package, ship, and produce beauty 
pageant trophies. ❖
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Many thanks to all of you who 
voted during the online election. 
The membership seems to do very 
well with the online voting proce-
dures,	and	few	had	trouble	finding	
their	membership	ID	code	number.	
Thanks also to all of the candidates 
on the ballot for their willingness to 
serve. All candidates were certainly 
worthy and you will hopefully see 
some of them on the ballot again in 
the future! The following people 
were elected.

Officers

William, Bolen 
President-Elect 
ESU#10

Rich Molettiere 
Treasurer 
Omaha Public 
Schools

Directors, Three-year term

Josh Allen 
Papillion-La Vista 
Public Schools 
Director—2012

Michelle Baldwin 
Millard Public Schools 
Director—2012

The Election Results are In!
Announcing the new 2009 NETA Officers and Directors

NETA News 

Jackie Ediger 
ESU#9 
Director—2012

Renee Kopf 
Falls City Public 
Schools 
Director—2012

Leaving the Board this Year
The following people will be leaving 
the board this year at the expiration 
of their terms. Each retiring mem-
ber of the Board has willingly 
contributed endless hours of time, 
thought and effort into the organi-
zation and will certainly be missed.

Pam Krambeck 
ESU#3, Past President
Pam has been an active member of 
the NETA Board and also served as 
President-Elect, President, and now 
Past President. Pam has taken on 
many responsibilities throughout 
her years on the Board and always 
followed through with her commit-
ments. As President-Elect, Pam 
coordinated	the	2007	NETA	 
Conference, and was instrumental 
in insuring a smooth transition with 
the	Executive	Director	position.		
She has served on a variety of 
projects including getting the new 
NETA	logo	finalized,	arranging	
room hosts when at Papillion, 
helped with the Midwest Internet 
Institute, presented at NETA, 
instituted a volunteer group for the 
conference, served on the contest 
committee, and this year chaired 
the new digital imagery contest. We 
will all miss Pam’s presence on the 
NETA Board as she has truly been 
an exemplary leader!

Eric Bell, Lexington P.S.
Always quick to help and lend a 
hand, Eric made time to serve on 
the NETA board while also actively 
involved in coaching and classroom 
teaching at Lexington. Eric has 
been a dedicated member of the 
Board serving most recently on the 
Policy and Conference Committees, 
plus helping organize and set up for 
the conference workshops. He has 
served as the presenter for work-
shops as well. His willingness to 
serve in whatever capacity needed 
has been appreciated.

Katie Morrow, O’Neill P.S.
Forever helpful, Katie was a great 
ambassador for NETA and encour-
aged others to become involved with 
the organization and the conference. 
Katie has served most recently on 
the Contests and Policy Committees 
and has provided a variety of 
workshops during her tenure on  
the NETA Board. She has also been 
willing to share her expertise by 
submitting articles for the NETA 
newsletter. She chaired the multi-
media/digital media contest, which 
takes considerable time. Katie is also 
a former winner of the Teaching 
with Technology Award.

Both Eric and Katie contributed 
with their ideas, their energy, and 
both	were	definitely	team	players.	
Our sincere thanks to both of you.

If you would like to be more active 
in NETA by serving on the NETA 
Board	of	Directors,	consider	being	
a	nominee	in	2010.	Four	Director	
positions are open each year as well 
as the President Elect and either 
Secretary or Treasurer (elected 
every other year). Watch for the  
call for nominees in the November 
newsletter. ❖
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Tom Rolfes, Office 
of the CIO-NITC

If you’re like me, you got 
pretty sick and tired of hearing about 
all the political wrangling over the 
stimulus plan. The media networks 
seemed to cover every development 
in excruciating detail. But, when I 
heard the term “broadband” and 
“educational technology funding”,  
my ears perked up. In this article,  
my aim is to give you a very brief 
overview of the program and fund-
ing amounts that potentially affect 
school	technology.	Of	the	$787	
billion total stimulus package, 
approximately $100 billion will be 
directed at education, most of which 
will offset losses in state aid, special 
education, Pell grants, and Title I 
services. 

EETT (Title II-Part D)
Of	the	$100	billion,	only	$650	
million (down from the $1 billion 
originally proposed) will be aimed 
at the Enhancing Education through 
Technology	(Title	II-Part	D)	fund	
for “school improvement programs.” 
The	$650	million	will	be	on	top	of	
the	proposed	$267	million	in	the	
FY2009 budget.  These dollars can 
be used by school districts to pay 
for things like professional develop-
ment for teachers to learn how to 
better use technology, software 
programs to enhance lesson plans, 
and computer labs.

The	U.S.	Department	of	Education	
announced that it will, in the coming 
days,	post	specific	guidelines	and	
timetables for all the education 
funding in the stimulus package, but 
it plans to get half the money out to 
states within 40 days; the second half 
will follow in six months. The full 

Are You Feeling “Stimulated?”
A summary of the educational technology portions of the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA); a.k.a. “The Stimulus Plan”

USDE	chart	of	education	technology	
funding, complete with comparisons 
to	FY2008	dollars,	is	available	at:	
www.ed.gov/about/overview/budget/
statetables/09arrastatetables.pdf 

Nebraska is expected to get an  
extra	$3.2	million	over	fiscal	years	
2009–2010 for the EETT funding 
above its normal yearly allocation  
of $1.29 million.

Institute of Education  
Sciences
An additional amount of $250 
million was allocated for the ‘‘Insti-
tute of Education Sciences’’ to carry 
out	section	208	of	the	Educational	
Technical Assistance Act, which may 
be used for statewide longitudinal 
data systems that include postsec-
ondary and workforce information. 
Of this amount, $5 million may be 
used for State data coordinators and 
for awards to public or private 
organizations or agencies to improve 
data coordination.

Department of Agriculture-
Rural Utilities Services  
(RUS) Program
The	Distance	Learning,	Telemedi-
cine and Broadband Grant program 
of	the	USDA-RUS	will	receive	$2.5	
billion to provide grants, loans, and 
loan/grant combinations to competi-
tive applicants. Nebraska has been 
the recipient of numerous RUS 
grants in the past for distance 
learning and telemedicine. The 
statute increases the program’s rural 
focus	by	requiring	that	75%	of	the	
area served by each recipient’s 
project	be	rural	and	lack	sufficient	
access to broadband service. What is 
broadband, you ask? The bandwidth 
of	broadband	is	never	defined	in	the	

legislation, but more rules and 
regulations may be issued along with 
the funding. The flow of funding of 
the $2.5 billion is estimated to be 
spread	over	five	years,	with	a	peak	 
in 2011.

Dept. of Commerce-(NTIA)  
National Telecommunications 
& Information Administration
The Broadband Technology Opportu-
nities Program (BTOP) will dispense 
two-thirds of the available broadband 
funding,	or	about	$4.7	billion.	The	
money will be divided up with $4.35 
billion going to grants and $350 
million for developing and maintain-
ing a broadband inventory map of the 
United States. Of the $4.35 billion in 
grants, approximately $3.9 billion will 
be to carry out the following purpos-
es: (1) provide access to broadband 
service to consumers residing in 
unserved and underserved areas of 
the United States; (2) provide broad-
band education, awareness, training, 
access, equipment, to schools, 
libraries, medical and healthcare 
providers, community colleges and 
other institutions of higher educa-
tion, and other community support 
organizations to facilitate greater use 
of broadband service by or through 
these organizations; (3) improve 
access to, and use of, broadband 
service by public safety agencies; and 
(4) stimulate the demand for broad-
band, economic growth, and job 
creation.

The BTOP program mission is 
described as “accelerating broadband 
deployment in unserved and under-
served areas and to strategic institu-
tions that are likely to create jobs or 
provide	significant	public	benefits”.	

(Continued on the next page)
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Also,	a	20%	match	in	funding	will	
probably be required.

In addition, not less than $200 
million shall be available for com-
petitive grants for expanding public 
computer center capacity, including 
community colleges and public 
libraries; and not less than $250 
million shall be available for com-
petitive grants for innovative pro-
grams to encourage sustainable 
adoption of broadband service.

What to do, what to do?
At the time of this writing, the 
details surrounding the implementa-
tion of the recently passed American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 
2009 were lacking so it’s hard to 
determine what, if any, actions that 
currently can be taken at the local 
level. The National Association of 
State CIOs released an article that 
suggested that each state’s governor 
and	chief	information	officer	will	be	
more involved to help make sure that 
federal resources get to the most 

needed areas. However, these 
respective grant programs have 
traditionally accepted independent 
competitive applications from school 
districts and consortia from across 
the country.  

State data gathering has already 
begun.	Staff	of	the	Office	of	the	CIO	
has been involved in summarizing 
the	legislation	of	the	480-page	bill	
and analyzing portions of programs 
and	funding	that	promise	to	benefit	
Nebraska education and telehealth. 
A bandwidth assessment of the 
LAN, WAN and Internet access for 
each education entity on Network 
Nebraska is in progress.

At the local level, each school 
administrator, school improvement 
team, and technology committee 
could be: reviewing their staff 
development plans that involve 
technology; assessing the success of 
school improvement goals and 
interventions that involve technol-
ogy; and looking for high need areas 
within the school or district local 

area network, wireless network, wide 
area network, and Internet access.   

LB 1208 Update 
When I last wrote for the NETA 
newsletter	(October	2008),	Network	
Nebraska was in the middle of the 
bid process for Phase III sites in 
ESUs	9,	13,	18,	19	to	interconnect	
with the statewide network in the 
summer of 2009. I am happy to 
report that the bid results were 
successful and that approximately  
48	new	school	districts,	ESUs	and	
colleges will be joining Network 
Nebraska in the summer of 2009. ❖

Questions about any topic in this 
article can be directed to Tom 
Rolfes, executiveliaison@netasite.org.

Tom Rolfes is the NETA Executive 
Liaison and the ISTE Affiliate 
Representative. He works as the 
Education I.T. Manager in the State 
Office of the Chief Information 
Officer and Nebraska Information 
Technology Commission.

(Stimulus plan, continued)

At NETA in Booth 30
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With concerns over 
sagging student achievement and 
staggering dropout rates, the time  
is now to transform our classrooms 
into classrooms of tomorrow. 
Amidst an overwhelming mass of 
external pressures and disengaged 
students, knowing where to start  
is the biggest challenge that K–12 
educators face. 

Traditional teaching and learning 
methods are becoming increasingly 
ineffective with a generation that 
has instant access to information,  
is accustomed to managing its own 
acquisition of knowledge, and 
embraces the roles of content 
producer and publisher in addition 
to that of information consumer.

Much of today’s high school cur-
riculum presents students with 
content centric decontextualized 
assignments and activities that lead 
to uninspired projects and end in a 
letter grade. Today, the context of 
learning has changed, and different 
methods are required to engage 
students and motivate them to 
achieve. In this interconnected 
world, with ubiquitous access to 
technology and access to a world-
wide community, new models of 
teaching and learning are possible. 
Today’s students embrace media 
that presents participants with a 
challenge and forces them to use 
information and creativity to 
fashion solutions. The entertain-
ment networks have capitalized on 
this formula with shows like The 
Amazing Race, Top Chef, American 
Idol, and Project Runway in which 
participants creatively draw on 

Challenge-based Learning and ACOT2 
Submitted by Katie Morrow, O’Neill Public Schools and ACOT2 Curriculum Team Member
Sections reprinted with permission, Apple Distinguished Educators

their knowledge and resources to 
create appropriate solutions to 
challenges.

Challenge based learning
Challenge based learning is a 
collaborative learning experience in 
which teachers and students work 
together to learn about compelling 
issues, propose solutions to real 
problems, and take action. The 
approach asks students to reflect 
on their learning and the impact of 
their actions, and publish their 
solutions to a worldwide audience. 

Challenge based learning  
includes these attributes:

•	 Multiple	points	of	entry	and	
varied and multiple possible 
solutions

•	 Authentic	connection	with	
multiple disciplines

•	 Focus	on	the	development	of	
21st century skills

•	 Leverages	24/7	access	to	up-to-
date technology tools and 
resources, allowing students to 
do the work.

•	 Use	of	Web	2.0	tools	for	organiz-
ing, collaborating, and sharing (continued on the next page)

•	 A	focus	on	universal	challenges	
with local solutions

•	 Requirement	that	students	do	
something rather than just learn 
about something

•	 Documentation	of	the	experience	
from challenge to solution.

These attributes ensure that chal-
lenge based learning engages 
learners, provides them with 
valuable skills, spans the divide 
between formal and informal 
learning and embraces a student’s 
complete life.

Key Components
The challenge based learning 
process begins with a big idea and 
cascades to the following: an 
essential question, a challenge, 
guiding questions, activities, 
resources, determining and articu-
lating the solution, taking action by 
implementing the solution, reflec-
tion, assessment, and publishing.

The Big Idea: The big idea is a 
broad concept that can be explored 
in multiple ways, is engaging, and 
has importance to high school 
students and the larger society. 
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Examples of big ideas are Identity, 
Sustainability, Creativity, Violence, 
Peace, and Power.

Essential Question: By design, the 
big idea allows for the generation of 
a wide variety of essential questions 
that should reflect the interests of 
the students and the needs of their 
community. Essential questions 
identify what is important to know 
about	the	big	idea	and	refine	and	
contextualize that idea.

The Challenge: From each essential 
question a challenge is articulated 
that	asks	students	to	create	a	specific	
answer or solution that can result in 
concrete, meaningful action.

Guiding Questions: Generated by 
the students, these questions 
represent the knowledge students 
need to discover to successfully 
meet the challenge.

Guiding Activities: These lessons, 
simulations, games, and other types 
of activities help students to answer 
the guiding questions and set the 
foundation for them to develop 
innovative, insightful and realistic 
solutions.

Guiding Resources: This focused 
set of resources can include pod-
casts, websites, videos, databases, 
experts, and so on that support the 
activities and assist students with 
developing a solution.

Solutions: Each challenge is stated 
broadly enough to allow for a variety 
of solutions. Each solution should be 
concrete and actionable and pre-
sented in a clearly articulated and 
publishable format such as a Key-
note presentation, a podcast, a short 
video, a photo essay etc.

Assessment: The solution can be 
assessed as to the connection to the 
challenge, accuracy of the content, 

(ACOT2, continued) clarity of communication, applica-
bility	for	implementation,	efficacy	of	
the idea. In addition to the solution, 
the process that the individuals as 
well as teams went through in 
getting to a solution, can also 
assessed.

Publishing: The Challenge process 
allows for multiple opportunities to 
document the experience and 
publish to a larger audience. Stu-
dents are encouraged to publish 
their results within the Challenge 
Based Community and in other 
venues such as YouTube. The idea is 
to develop a viral discussion about 
solutions to the challenges impor-
tant to students.

Apple Classrooms of Tomorrow—
Today (ACOT2) is a collaborative 
project that will help high schools 
create the kind of learning environ-
ment this generation of students 
needs, wants, and expects.

To support challenge based learning, 
Apple is creating a prototype online 
learning environment within the 
Apple Learning Interchange (ALI),  
a global network for educators. This 
online environment, hoping to be 
released in January 2009, will allow 
teachers to access challenges along 
with guiding questions, activities 
and resources, and solutions to the 
challenges designed and published 
by other students. Best of all, this 
environment will be offered for free. 
More information and additional 
related resources can be found at 
http://ali.apple.com and the original 
research report and design prin-
ciples	identified	for	21st	century	
schools at the ACOT2 site http://
edcommunity.apple.com/acot2/. The 
hope is that educators nationwide 
will realize that we can no longer 
wait for change to try and reach our 
students. Instead we must begin to 
create classrooms of tomorrow—
today and help lead our students 
towards their futures. ❖

Technology titles include: 
•	 Virtualization:	Not	Just	for	the	

Big Guys Anymore!,
•	 Networking	Strategies	for	1:1	

Initiatives
•	 Utilizing	SharePoint	Services	as	a	

Collaborative Intranet
•	 Ask	the	Expert:	PC
•	 Ask	the	Expert:	Macintosh
•	 Documentation	is	NOT	a	Four-

letter Word
•	 Going	Wireless
•	 Using	Open	Source	Tools	to	Get	

the	Job	Done
•	 Public	Networks:	Give	People	

Access Without Giving Your 
Network Away

1:1 Initiatives—On Thursday there 
will be a strand of  sessions pro-
vided by districts involved in 1:1 
Initiatives. Sessions include: 
•	 The	Students	Are	Ready	For	A	

1:1,	How	Do	You	Convince	
Everyone Else?

•	 1:1—The	Planning	Process,	
Obstacles and Solutions

•	 Laptop	Initiative	Implementation	
Phases

•	 Helping	Teachers	Prepare	for	a	
Laptop Initiative: Part One 

•	 Helping	Teachers	Prepare	for	a	
Laptop Initiative: Part Two.

Workshops
The	slate	of	18	workshops	will	be	
held at ESU3. A shuttle will be 
provided	to	&	from	the	conference.

Evaluations
In order to “go green” and provide 
us instant access to the data, the 
conference evaluation will be 
available on-line. 

We want your journey as you 
“explore new territories” to be a 
successful one. To further aid you 
in your journey, we will have “Ask 
Me” volunteers available to assist 
with the new venue at La Vista 
Embassy	Suites	&	Conference	
Center! We hope to see you there! ❖

(Signposts, continued from page 3)
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Technology Grant Program
Mid-Term Reports from 2008 Winners

Thanks to William Bolen, ESU 10, Grant Coordinator

Darci Lindgren and Travis 
Friesen—Lindsay Holy Family
Making History Video Game 
Brings WWII to Life

Lindsay Holy Family’s Modern 
History students are currently just 
starting their project with Making 
History—The calm and the storm 
video game. The projector and 
software have all been delivered 
and installed without any major 
problems. 

Installation onto the primary 
computer desktop included 
upgrading the video card in order 
to run the software. The software 
was also installed on four laptops. 
The main challenge was getting 
several	layers	of	firewalls	at	the	
school	to	allow	traffic	on	the	port	
needed. We had to open the 
firewall	at	windows	XP,	at	the	
wireless access point, and at our 
filter/firewall	box	in	the	school.	
Also, in order to get all the stu-
dents to represent different coun-
tries,	a	specific	protocol	had	to	 
be followed. 1: Start scenario on 
server 2: Have students choose 
their countries 3: Start game on 
server. If you started the game too 
soon, the students could only 
‘observe’ and not play. 

To start the project we had a 
student who had played the game 
before go through the tutorial 

using the projector while four 
teams of two students followed on 
their laptops. Tutorials are never 
very exciting, but this is a compli-
cated game and tutorials were 
necessary to allow for future 
successful game play.

This game helps naturally increase 
and deepen vocabulary with words 
like “Treaty” and “Alliance”. Peer 
teaching happens between allies. 
They can’t just click on a place to  
attack, research must take place 
first.	Players	have	to	know	the	
name of the city to attack, select  
a military unit, know how far away 
from your unit the city is and 
finally	select	the	orders.	

We	are	now	in	the	debriefing	part	
where they learn the background  
of their team’s country and will be 
‘fighting’	with	each	other	in	the	
next step. Hopefully, at the end  
of this scenario, we will be able to 
compare and contrast their game 
play with what really happened in 
World War II.

Lori Toepfer & Kelley Ward
Barr Middle School—GIPS
Internet Safety Podcasts

Through	the	funding	of	our	2008	
NETA Teacher Technology Grant 
we were able to purchase 20 Video 
Cue Pro licenses. Video Cue is 
software that can be used for 
student recording of video pod-
casts. With the software, we were 
able to implement our Internet 
Safety Podcast project into our 

seventh grade Instructional Tech-
nology classes last spring, as well 
as this fall. Over the past year, over 
500 students have utilized the 
Video Cue software that was 
provided through the NETA grant 
funds. The completed projects 
have provided students with a 
better understanding and aware-
ness of Internet safety. It is our 
goal to continue the project on  
a	yearly	basis	with	our	7th	grade	
Instructional Technology students. 
Thank you to NETA for providing 
this great opportunity for our 
students!

Dawn Ferreyra
Omaha Public Schools
Nebraska Rocks!

Fourth grade students have been 
working on how GPS and Google 
Earth relate to science. Before 
working with the GPS we prac-
ticed using Letterboxing in the 
school. With letterboxing clues  
are placed in boxes with a logbook 
that must be signed. It is like 
geocaching indoors! Our next step 
is to understand how GPS works, 
and then we will be going outside 
to practice using the GPS and rock 
identification.

It is also important to educate 
instructors! On March 25th, 1:1 
computer teachers attended a 
professional development session 
that explained how to use GPS 
(Global Positioning Systems) and 
Google Earth to enhance technol-
ogy in the classroom. ❖
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Tammy gave us permission  
to share some of the tips from her 
website. This will give you a taste  
of one of her featured sessions, 
Favorite Technology Tips, Tricks, 
and Tools. It is scheduled on 
Thursday and Friday. 

Tip 1— Classtools.net 
[http://www.classtools.net]  
allows you to create free education-
al games, activities and diagrams in 
a flash. One tool, Random Name 
Picker, selects a random word/
name from a list that you provide. 
When used with a projector, it is  
a great way to review vocabulary 
words, important dates, or concepts 
—or use it to randomly pick a name 
from your student list. And there’s 
more—a Countdown Timer, a 
Fishbone	Diagram,	Venn	Diagram,	
a Flashcard Generator, etc.

Tip 2—Read, Write, Think 
[http://www.readwritethink.org] 
has been around for awhile, but is 
still somewhat “undiscovered” in 
the education world. This website 
contains over 50 interactive tools 
that provide an opportunity for 
students to use technology while 
developing literacy skills. Click the 
Student Materials tab to discover 
tools such as Bio Cube, Character 
Trading Cards, Profile Publisher, 
and many more.

Tip 3—Imagination Cubed 
[http://www.imaginationcubed.
com] is a fun web tool that allows 
your students to be creative as they 
practice and share their artistic 
skills.

The applet is very simple to use. 
You	and	your	students	will	figure	it	
out quickly. You can also email your 

Tammy Worcester’s Technology Tips for Teachers
 Submitted by President Elect Sue Oppliger, ESU#7

creation to someone else. 
The recipient will receive 
an email message with a 
link. When they click the 
link, they will see the replay of 
the creation. If they want, they 
can add to the drawing and then 
send it back to you!

Tip 4—A free chat room such 
as Chatzy or ChatMaker
[http://www.chatzy.com/] or 
[http://www.chatmaker.net/] 
might be perfect for your class-
room. They are extremely easy to 
use and do not require any registra-
tion or logins!

Why use a chat room in the 
classroom?
•	 The	class	can	participate	in	a	

quiet “discussion” while watching 
a movie or video.

•	 The	teacher	and	students	can	
post questions and answers 
during a lecture or presentation.

•	 Students	could	“Google”	for	
additional information and post 
their	findings	ASAP	during	a	
lecture or presentation.

•	 Students	can	enter	their	thoughts	
and opinions on a given topic. 
Note: a chat room levels the 
playing	field	so	that	ALL	students	
have an equal voice.

•	 The	teacher	can	monitor	as	
students can practice acceptable 
online behavior.

•	 The	class	can	collaborate	with	
students from a different school, 
state, or even a different country!

•	 Students	can	share	collaborative	
resources.

•Use	a	chat	room	to	communicate	
with students while watching a 
televised event in the evening.

•The	class	can	communicate	with	 
a home-bound student. ❖

Tammy Worcester is 
a featured speaker this 

year at NETA!
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Which technologies will 
have an impact on your life in 2009 
and beyond? Staying on the cutting 
edge is crucial in our classrooms 
and	these	five	trends	and	products	
will shape the future of technology 
and teaching as we know it. All are 
worthy replacements for your 
ancient and sometimes forgotten 
technology, and they’ll give you 
some new productive inspirational 
tools to boot.

Information Anywhere
Have you ever spent more time 
searching for information than 
actually	finding	the	answers?	All	
you want to do is ask your question 
and get a result. A new hot tech-
nology called Cha Cha allows you 
to look up information anytime, 
anywhere! You can use your cell 
phone to text any question to the 
phone number 242242 which spells 
Cha Cha, and Cha Cha will send 
you the response for free within 
minutes.	Just	think,	you	can	find	
out the score of the big game while 
you’re out to dinner, the value of 
that used car you are about to test 
drive, or even the cheapest gas 
prices in your home town. In our 
classrooms, students in the colle-
giate	classroom	can	find	answers	
while doing group work and 
become a lifelong learner able to 
learn anywhere. Your cell phone 
does not even need to have Inter-
net capabilities to use Cha Cha. 
Check out their website at http://
chacha.com.

Favorite New Teaching Tool 
Need a technology that you can’t 
live without? Think back to the last 
time you gave a lecture presenta-
tion in front of your class. It can be 
so boring just being a talking head 

in front of a group, but 
a new hot technology 
called PollEverywhere.
com allows you to collect 
immediate feedback from 
your students for free without 
using costly clickers sold by your 
bookstore. Polleverywhere.com 
allows you to create a free account 
to store your results online. 
PollEverywhere allows you to 
create multiple choice questions or 
text response questions online that 
students answer using cell phones 
or computers. The answers are 
instantly posted and can be 
downloaded for free to your 
PowerPoint slides. Check it out at 
http://polleverywhere.com.

Windows 7
Microsoft is looking to quickly 
retrench and release a successor  
to Microsoft Windows Vista. 
Currently	known	as	Windows	7,	
this Vista follow-up is planned for 
late 2009 or early 2010, with some 
new features such as better WiFi 
connectivity, advances in touch, 
speech, and handwriting recogni-
tion, support for virtual hard disks, 
improved performance on multi-
core processors, and improved 
boot performance. “Peeking” at 
windows is a new feature that lets 
you quickly glance at a different 
window than the one you’re in but 
not actually interact with it. When 
you “peek” at a window you can 
turn the other windows to glass to 
make it easier to see the window 
you’re	viewing.	Windows	7	is	lean,	
efficient,	and	an	easier	system	to	
use. It’s fast in the way it installs, 
boots up, runs, and shuts down. If 
Vista is the child who incessantly 
tugs on your arm for attention, 
Windows	7	is	the	well-behaved	kid	

who steps into view to get your 
notice and then waits for you to be 
free to give it your full attention.

Office 14
Will	it	be	called	Office	2009	or	
2010?	Time	will	tell.	Office	14	will	
look	a	lot	like	Office	2007,	but	it	
will now have Web access to Word, 
Excel, PowerPoint, and OneNote 
like Microsoft Outlook already 
does. You will be able to open 
Office	documents	in	a	browser	
even if the machine that you are on 
does	not	have	Office	installed,	and	
better yet you will be able to edit 
them within the browser. A mobile 
version for both Mac and Win-
dows-based cell phones will also be 
rolled	out	to	open	and	edit	Office	
documents as well.

4G 
It seems like 3G cellular service just 
got here, but 4G is already in the 
works. Competing standards are 
now in development: LTE (Long 
Term Evolution) and WiMax are 
the key technologies headed to 
market. Should we be mildly 
excited? Absolutely, think about 
receiving the equivalent of a home 
DSL	or	cable	broadband	connec-
tion while you’re mobile, and you 
get an idea of its potential to put 
data everywhere you’ll be. 

Wow, it’s going to be a great 
year—in fact I can hear Tony 
Bennett singing, “The Best is Yet To 
Come.” ❖

Technology 2009: What’s in the Works?
 By: Professor Corinne Hoisington

Professor Corinne 
Hoisington is a featured 

speaker this year at NETA!
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The NETA 2009 annual conference is proud to be able 
to use one of the new facilities in the Metro Omaha 
area. As part of the Southport business/retail/hotel 
development, the new location offers easy access, state 
of the art facilities, adequate free parking, and more 
productive conference activities space. Outlined below 
are some of the more important things to know about 
the new site. Enjoy! 

Location
•	 I-80	Exit	442	-	Giles	road	@	Southport	Parkway
•	 Other	landmarks	@	Exit	442—Cabela’s,	PayPal 

and ESU#3

Parking 
1700	spaces,	shared	(All	spaces	in	commercial	area	are	
available—owned by city of La Vista.)

Lodging accommodations
•	 Embassy Suites—Headquarters hotel
•	 Hampton	Inn—Across	Giles	Road,	has	various	eating	

establishments
•	 PLEASE	NOTE:	We	recently	learned	that	Marriott	

Courtyard (next to conference center) will not be 
available during NETA. The La Vista Conference 
Center is helping us adjust by opening more rooms at 
the Embassy Suites and Omaha Marriott at Regency 
Circle	near	I-680	&	West	Dodge	Road	(Highway	6).	
Hampton Inn (within in walking) may still have 
rooms. The Omaha Marriott is a 15 minute ride, and 
includes Interstate access. Embassy will also arrange a 
shuttle for those who prefer not to have to deal with 
parking and reparking. Bookings for Omaha Marriott 
(at Regency Circle) can be made by calling 
1-800-228-9290,	asking	for	the	Marriott	Omaha,	the	
NETA group rate of $114, and dates desired. Housing 
links at http://netasite.org/conf2009/housing.html

Food accommodations
•	 Embassy—complimentary	full	breakfast	&	Manager’s	

reception afternoon/evening
•	 Hampton	Inn—Complimentary	breakfast

Lunch
•	 Embassy—Dining	room,	Cafe,	and	Concessions	

(provided	in	dining	court	&	other	locations	in	
Conference Center)

•	 Giles	Road—Summer	Kitchen,	Runza,	Jimmy	Johns,	
and Pizza Gourmet

NETA Conference Site 2009 By Dennis McIntyre, NETA Site Coordinator

Welcome to the new venue: La Vista Conference Center, Embassy Suites and so much more! 

Services
•	 Embassy—Internet	&	wireless,	Public	spaces	free,	

Sleeping room charge
•	 Conference	Center	additional	wireless	facilities—free
•	 Marriott—Free	Internet	wireless	in	public	spaces	and	

sleeping rooms
•	 Hampton	Inn—Wireless	all	areas

Conference Facility
The new conference facility provides easy access and 
mobility for the conference options. In addition, social 
networking spaces are spread throughout the three main 
structures—corridors,	hotel	lobbies,	cafes	&	eating	areas.
•	 Vendors	are	in	one	large	area	(Windsor	I-V)
•	 General	Session—large	area	(Windsor	VI-	X)
•	 State	of	the	art	AV	facilities

Breakout areas
•	 Conference	Center—10	rooms
•	 Embassy	Hotel—4	rooms
•	 Cabella’s—2	rooms

Registration
•	 Conference	Center	main	door	area
•	 Thursday	mass	registration—Main	doors	,	turn	right,	

Gatsby room

We look forward to 
welcoming you to 
LaVista Embassy Suites 
&	Conference	Center!	❖
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(Modern Literacy, continued from page 1)

One of the most bizarre innovations of technology 
from the new generation of students is the creation of a 
“cyborg bug.” Scientists have taken a giant flower beetle 
and implanted the necessary interface to control the 
flight of the beetle. Scientists have effectively created a 
living machine whose flight can be controlled remotely. 
This “cyborg beetle” can be used to deliver sensors that 
would not be able to be placed by humans. They could 
be	used	to	find	survivors	by	being	fitted	with	heat	
sensors and flying into small cracks of a collapsed 
building (Singer, 2009).

As educators it is our responsibility to make sure that 
we are teaching our students how to use technology 
and how to critically think about the flood of informa-
tion that they have access to. We must continue to push 
for	a	new	definition	of	literacy	for	all	students.❖

Singer, M. (2009). TR10: Biological Machines. MIT 
Technology	Review.	Retrieved	Feburary	28,	2009	from:	
http://www.technologyreview.com/read_article.aspx?c
h=specialsections&sc=tr10&id=22111

Registration

La	Vista	Conference	Center	Floor	Plans
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The NETA Conference Logo Contest, based on the 
conference theme Exploring New Territories, was 
judged by a subcommittee at Humann Elementary,  
Lincoln Public Schools. There were numerous entries 
for each division, making the task of judging challeng-
ing but very enjoyable. Our thanks to Jason Rushing, 
Lincoln Public Schools, for his work as the NETA Logo 
Contest coordinator. Katie’s winning entry will adorn 
the t-shirts and the conference program cover. Katie 
won this contest last year as well!

Winner—K-12 NETA Conference Logo Contest
Katie Hottovy
School: ITFP, Lincoln
Sponsor:  Steve Carr

The Winners!
NETA’s Student Logo Contest

K–12 Digital Imagery Contest—NEW!
For this contest, students could digitally capture, create, enhance, or draw the image themselves (no clip art). They 
were permitted to create their image using a digital camera, image creation program, drawing tablet, or other digi-
tal device. Winners will receive medals.

K–3 Digital Drawing  
1st: Kolton Sliva
School:  Dodge	Elementary,	Grand	Island
Sponsor: Pat	Deines

K–3 Digital Photo  
1st: Kandy Escobar
School:  Dodge	Elementary,	Grand	Island 
Sponsor: Shellie Meyer
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4–8 Digital Drawing 
1st (tie): Hailey Niedfelt
School:  Dodge	Elementary,	Grand	Island 
Sponsor: Arlene Schleicher

4-8 Digital Drawing
1st (tie):Moises Zumaya

School: Howard Elemen-
tary, Grand Island

Sponsor: Janel Keyes

4-8 Digital Photo
1st: Morgan Mallory
School: Westridge Middle 
School, Grand Island 
Sponsor: Stacy Vogel

9-12 Digital Collage 
1st: Leah Cox
School: Grand Island Senior High, Grand Island
Sponsor: Jeff Stern

9-12 Digital Photo
1st: Brianna Gentert

School: Silver Lake High School, Roseland
Sponsor: Dana	Epley

See a list of all place winners and honorable mentions 
in	the	Digital	Imaging	contest	on	the	next	pages.	Thank	
you to all the students who entered and the teachers 
who sponsored them. ❖
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Announcing the Winners!
Complete	Judging	Results	of	NETA	Student	and	Teacher	Contests

Technology Grants for the 
Classroom
The following worthy projects were 
chosen for this year’s technology 
grants for the classroom. Grant 
winners will submit updates on 
their project during the next school 
year to the NETA newsletter and 
will participate in poster sessions at 
the NETA conference in April 2010.

Project: Marvelous Math Facts 
with The Apple iPod
Get ready for a new approach to 
learning, practicing, and mastering 
basic math facts! Students in 4th, 
5th,	and	6th	grade	will	use	digital	
flashcards, videos, and websites on 
the Apple iPod touch to master 
their basic math facts. 
Amount: $1,499.90 
Teacher: Lynn Spady 
School: Westside Community 
Schools, Omaha 

Project: Using MP3 Players  
to Improve Reading and  
Create Podcasts
Sara will use .mp3 player/recorders 
to improve reading and engage 
students in curriculum. 
Amount:	$1,374.73 
Teacher: Sara Churchill 
School: Arbor Park, Blair Schools

Thanks to the grants coordinator, 
William Bolen from ESU#10, for 
organizing this event.

NECC Teacher Trek Contest
Teachers applying for the NECC 
(National Educational Computing 
Conference) Teacher Trek Contest 
were to share how they use technol-
ogy and how attending NECC 
would strengthen what they already 

do in the classroom. Expenses will 
be paid up to $1500 to attend the 
conference, held in Washington, 
DC	June	28-July	1,	2009.

Gary Loftis 
Lyons-Decatur 
Award Amount: $1,500.00

Shelly Mowinkel 
Milford Public Schools 
Award Amount: $1,500.00

Thanks to Contest Coordinator,  
Dr.	Lynne	Herr	from	ESU#6,	for	
coordinating this event.

Free NETA Registration for 
Teachers in First 3 Years of 
Teaching—NEW!
Dennis	McIntyre	has	been	involved	
with the NETA organization for 
many years serving as a board 
member, President, and now as Site 
Coordinator. With his recent 
retirement from the Westside 
Community Schools, his colleagues 
honored him with a monetary 
award to support teachers attending 
the NETA Conference. These 
teachers were selected through a 
drawing of entries, with each 
winner receiving a free registration 
to NETA.

Teresa Bender, King Science and 
Technology Magnet, Omaha

Lindsay Tillinghast, Lincoln South-
east High School, Lincoln

Jennifer Spiess, Benson High 
School Magnet, Omaha

Thanks to Contest Coordinator,  
Dr.	Lynne	Herr	from	ESU#6,	for	
coordinating this event.

K–12 Digital Media Contest 
for Students
The following winners of the 
student digital media contest will 
receive medals in recognition of 
their winning entries.

K-3 Interactive Digital Media 
Individual 
1st: Callin Zerfas 
Project: Cool Bugs 
School: Shoemaker Elementary 
School, Grand Island  
Sponsor: Nancy Favinger

K-3 Interactive Digital Media 
Group
1st: Mrs. Meyer’s Third Grade Class 
Project: Cool, Cooler, Coolest Brain 
Buster 
School:	Dodge	Elementary,	Grand	
Island 
Sponsor: Shellie Meyer

2nd: Nery Gomez, Aysha  
Keopahya, Kenna Culler, and Skylar 
Penrose 
Project: Communities 
School:	Dodge	Elementary,	Grand	
Island 
Sponsor: Valerie Chmelka

4-8 Interactive Digital Media 
Individual 
1st: Lindsey Luth 
Project: My Fair Lady and Her 
Nebraska State Fair 
School: West Lawn Elementary, 
Grand Island 
Sponsor: Wanda Stelk 

2nd: Valerie Ontiveros 
Project: The Confusion Quiz  
School: Wasmer Elementary, GIPS 
Sponsor:	Deb	Gnuse

(Continued on the next page)
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(Winners, continued)
3rd: Justin Garrison 
Project: Math rpg 
School: Avery Elementary, Bellevue 
Sponsor: Christina Wollberg

4-8 Interactive Digital Media 
Group 
1st: (tie) IBK Awodele and Ross 
Harding 
Project: Interactive Photoshop 
Tutorial 
School: RM Marrs Magnet Center, 
Omaha 
Sponsor: Evan Trofholz

1st: (tie) Tyler Kress and Riley 
Higgins 
Project: Cicadas 
School: Newell, Grand Island 
Sponsor: Rochelle Hansen

2nd: (tie) Mrs. Carter’s 4th grade 
Class 
Project: Winter Counts  
School:	Dodge	Elementary,	Grand	
Island 
Sponsor: Michelle Carter

2nd: (tie) Mrs. Roby’s Class 
Project:	Digital	Literacy	Through	
Folk Tales 
School: Jefferson, Grand Island 
Sponsor: Angela Roby

Thanks to Katie Morrow, O’Neill 
Public Schools, for coordinating 
this event.

K-12 Graphic Imagery  
Contest—NEW!
For this contest, students could 
digitally capture, create, enhance, 
or draw the image themselves (no 
clip art). They were permitted to 
create their image using a digital 
camera, image creation program, 
drawing tablet, or other digital 
device. Winners will receive  
medals. 

First place winning images are 
displayed on the previous pages.

K-3 Digital Imagery: Digital 
Drawing 
1st: Kolton Sliva 
School:	Dodge	Elementary,	GIPS 
Sponsor:	Pat	Deines

2nd: Karla Hedges 
School:	Dodge	Elementary,	GIPS 
Sponsor: Arlene O’Neill 

K-3 Digital Imagery:  
Digital Photo  
1st: Kandy Escobar 
School:	Dodge	Elementary,	GIPS 
Sponsor: Shellie Meyer 

2nd: Heather Smith 
School: Oakland Craig Elementary, 
Oakland  
Sponsor: Sharon Loftis 

3rd: Garrett Seagren 
School: Oakland Craig Elementary, 
Oakland  
Sponsor: Sharon Loftis

4-8 Digital Imagery: Digital 
Drawing 
1st (tie): Hailey Niedfelt 
School:	Dodge	Elementary,	GIPS	 
Sponsor: Arlene Schleicher

1st (tie):Moises Zumaya 
School: Howard Elementary, Grand 
Island 
Sponsor: Janel Keyes

2nd (tie): Ian LaHood 
School:	St.	Vincent	DePaul	 
Elementary, Omaha 
Sponsor: Mike Pflaum

2nd (tie): Erin McQuillan 
School:	St.	Vincent	DePaul	 
Elementary, Omaha 
Sponsor: Mike Pflaum

3rd (tie): Mariah Buettner 
School:	Dodge	Elementary,	GIPS 
Sponsor: Michelle Carter

3rd	(tie):	Gillian	Dimon 
School: Meadows Elem., Omaha 
Sponsor: Betsy Ramert

4-8 Digital Imagery:  
Digital Photo
1st: Morgan Mallory 
School: Westridge Middle School, 
Grand Island  
Sponsor: Stacy Vogel

2nd : Shelby Weber 
School: Atkinson Jr. High, Atkinson 
Sponsor: Sandra Meyer

3rd (tie): Miranda Wieczorek 
School: Walnut Middle School, 
Grand Island  
Sponsor:	Chuck	DeWitt

3rd (tie): Kallie Rother 
School: Walnut Middle School, 
Grand Island  
Sponsor: Paul Walkowiak

9-12 Digital Imagery:  
Digital Collage 
1st: Leah Cox 
School: Grand Island Senior High, 
Grand Island 
Sponsor: Jeff Stern

2nd: Sarah Porter 
School: Fremont Public HS 
Sponsor: Christie Gutzmann

3rd: Suzanne Egan 
School: Benson High School, 
Omaha 
Sponsor: Astra Patterson

9-12 Digital Imagery:  
Digital Photo 
1st: Brianna Gentert 
School: Silver Lake High School, 
Roseland 
Sponsor:	Dana	Epley

2nd: Joe Fox 
School: Omaha North High  
Magnet, Omaha 
Sponsor: Therese Laux

3rd: Cole Stoltenberg 
School: Stuart Public High School, 
Stuart 
Sponsor: Brenda Larabee

(Continued on the next page)
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Honorable Mention: Karissa 
Jobman 
School: Millard South High School, 
Omaha 
Sponsor: Brian Hull

Thanks to Pam Krambeck, ESU#3, 
for coordinating this contest.

K-12 Open Class Contest
As NETA continually seeks to 
develop contests that accurately 
reflect classroom uses of technol-
ogy, this contest was offered last 
year	for	the	first	time.	It	was	a	very	
popular contest. These winning 
students for 2009 will receive 
medals.

Open Class: Expression
Jennifer Walters 
Project:	Blind	Date:	Do’s	and	Don’ts 
Thayer Central, Hebron 
Sponsor: Vic Jacobson

Sydney Johnson and Sophie Van 
Voorhis 
Project: Skittles  
Bellevue West, Bellevue 
Sponsor: Mrs. Hinkle

Open Class: Highlight Your 
Talent
Cole Stoltenberg 
Project:	Dirtbike	Image 
Stuart Public High School, Stuart 
Sponsor: Brenda Larabee

Destyni	Dees 
Project: Animator 
Benson High School Magnet, 
Omaha 
Sponsor: Astra Patterson

Open Class: Connecting  
With Others
Ella Wogaman, Sam Hewitt, Vasili 
Sqourakis 
Project:	Radio	Station	8.18 
Crestridge Magnet, Omaha 
Sponsor: Patricia Finley

(Winners, continued) Whit Compton 
Project: Reel Big Fish 
OPS Career Center, Omaha 
Sponsor:	Carol	Tschampl-Diesing

Open Class: Pursue Your  
Learning
Christopher Nelson 
Project: Battle Of Trenton 
Bellevue West High School 
Sponsor: Ann Feldmann

Andrea Eggleston 
Project: Teen Wellness Video 
Millard North, Omaha 
Sponsor: A. Ripa

Thanks to Jason Rushing, Lincoln 
Public Schools, for coordinating 
this contest. 

Heroes NETA Movie Contest
This contest allowed students to use 
their creative voices to focus on 
heroes who have impacted their life 
in a meaningful way. These winners 
will also receive medals.

4-8 Heroes Video Contest 
1st: Erik Avila, Ian Kirstine 
Project: Abraham Lincoln 
School: Madison Elem., Madison 
Sponsor: Audrey Loosvelt

2nd: Caleb Haskell, Jordy Tello 
Project: King 
School: Madison Elementary, 
Madison 
Sponsor: Audrey Loosvelt 

3rd: Kate Moffatt, Megan Gould, 
Madeline Edwards 
Project: Rosa Parks 
School: St. Vincent de Paul, Omaha 
Sponsor: Angela Palmer 

9-12 Heroes Video Contest 
1st: Ryan Hammack 
Project: Steve Prefontaine 
School: ITFP, Lincoln Public 
Schools 
Sponsor:	Di	Fowler

2nd: Emma deVries 
Project: Sister Suffragettes 
School: ITFP, Lincoln Public 
Schools 
Sponsor:	Di	Fowler

3rd: Amanda Reppert 
Project: My Hero 
School: West Point-Beemer 
Sponsor: Matt Hinkel

Thanks to Susan Prabulos, Lincoln 
Public Schools, for coordinating 
this contest. ❖

Laptop	Community	Meeting	Minutes
January 23, 2009
The detailed notes from the Laptop Community Meeting (1:1) have 
been posted on the NETA web site http://netasite.org. There were over 
125 in attendance at ESU#10 in Kearney. Those involved thought it 
was a very successful day. A special thanks to Nicole Badgley, Arnold; 
Bob Hayes, ESU#11, and Graci Gillming, ESU#10, for setting up this 
day, ordering the food, and handling registration and fees.

Some of the topics discussed included: introductions of laptop schools, 
sharing of success stories, student achievement with laptop initiatives, 
implementation strategies and timelines, suggestions for what could 
be done differently, organizing a laptop initiative roll-out, staff devel-
opment, classroom management, helpful resources, liability for 
damages, obstacles or hurdles, and hardware issues.

Please note—there will be a strand for 1:1 Laptop Initiatives on  
Thursday of the NETA Conference, April 23rd. ❖
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Mr. Ray 
Keller,  
a social studies 
teacher at 
Papillion- 
La Vista South 
High School, is 
NETA’s recipient 
of the 2009 

Excellence in Teaching with Tech-
nology Award. A 12-year classroom 
veteran,	Ray	has	truly	exemplified	
how technology can impact teach-
ing and learning in the classroom. 
One administrator at Papillion-La 
Visa South put it this way, “Mr. 
Keller is an outstanding teacher 
who uses innovative approaches to 
make sure that all of his students 
reach their potential—he makes 
learning fun!”  Below are some 
examples of Ray’s involvement in 
his district and his innovative 
approaches to classroom learning:

Classroom & Building Projects
At Papillion-La Vista South High 
School, Mr. Keller is involved in the 
following:

•	 Building	technology	assistance	
team

•	 Social	Studies	department	head	

•	 Blogging	community	for	students	

•	 Developing	an	on-line	course	for	
high school students

•	 District	curriculum	toolbox	
review committee

•	 School	improvement	team

•	 Reserve	boys	basketball	coach	
and assistant varsity boys basket-
ball coach

•	 Awarded	two	Papillion-La	Vista	
Schools Foundation Grants to 
implement innovative curricu-
lum in his classroom

Regional & Statewide Projects:
Ray Keller has become recognized 

Excellence in Teaching with Technology Award
as a leader in the area of technology 
integration into the social studies 
curriculum. Below are a few exam-
ples of the projects and presenta-
tions he has done.

Technology Integration in the 
Government Curriculum:  
Students in Mr. Keller’s classes 
posted questions to the YouTube 
Republican	Debate	in	November	of	
2007	and	also	created	video	docu-
mentaries of their volunteer hours 
and shared them on YouTube. 
YouTube was so impressed with the 
project that they flew Ray to Florida 
for a second row seat during the 
debate where he blogged 3-4 times 
daily about his experience. Over 
100 of Mr. Keller’s students watched 
the debate live and blogged during 
the event.

Technology Integration in Com-
parative Government:	During	the	
spring	of	2008,	Mr.	Keller	used	
Skype to communicate with a 
former Papillion-La Vista teacher 
teaching in Afghanistan and also a 
former resident living in China 
during the Sichuan earthquake. 

Students	gathered	first	hand	
accounts and conducted real-time 
discussions with individuals im-
pacted by government decisions in 
other countries. 

Mr. Keller’s Education Blog (http://
kellerap.blogspot.com) was voted as 
the	’08	Blogger’s	Choice	Award	for	
the	top	Education	Blog	in	2008.	Ray	
attended a NETA session on 
blogging and took that knowledge 
back to his classroom and promptly 
set up the South Titan Government 
Blog where he allows students to 
post and comment on classroom 
topics and discussions. 

Presentations: Mr. Keller conducts 
building level presentations of 
innovative technology uses and has 
also presented at the 21st Century 
Skills Fair. Educational Service Unit 
#9 also included Mr. Keller in a 
training session via Skype for area 
social studies teachers.

Ray Keller will be recognized at the 
2009 NETA Conference as this 
year’s Teaching with Technology 
recipient. ❖

NETA Pre-registration Open Through April 3rd!

We	hope	to	see	you	at	NETA	on	April	23–24th,	at	our	new	
location—La	Vista	Embassy	Suites	&	Conference	Center.	
Please	make	sure	you	have	registered	for	NETA	by	April	
3rd.	Your	registration	needs	to	be	done	online	by	that	
date	or	postmarked	on	or	before	April	3rd	if	sent	via	
U.S.	mail.	After	April	3rd,	please	plan	to	register	onsite.

Don’t	forget	to	check	the	NETA	web	site	for	workshops	
available,	housing	information	and	contest	results.	The	
sessions	are	also	now	posted	at	the	Conference	Sched-
ule	link	on	our	web	site,	http://netasite.org,	as	well	
as	a	link	to	the	new	session	search	feature.

See you in La Vista for an exciting two days!
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Excellence in Leading with Technology Award
Sue Burch, 
Grand Island’s 
Director	of	
Technology, is 
NETA’s recipient 
of the 2009 
Excellence in 
Leading with 
Technology 

Award. Sue has dedicated over 30 
years to education, many of those in 
the area of technology.  A colleague 
stated, “Sue Burch leads with her 
heart and has a passion for what 
she does.  You see this best when 
she is around students….they are 
always at the forefront of her 
efforts.” 

Achievements
Sue’s achievements are many and 
varied, below are a few recent 
highlights:

•	 Apple	Distinguished	Educator

•	 Apple	Nebraska	Digital	Educator	
of the Year

•	 Nebraska	Educational	Technol-
ogy	Board	of	Directors,	serving	
as president elect, president and 
past president

•	 Grand	Island	Public	Schools	
Administrator of the Year

•	 Past	member	of	the	Nebraska	
State Technology Consortium, 
and the Nebraska State Technol-
ogy Planning Team

•	 Recognized by State and National 
Committees for Employer Sup-
port of the Guard and Reserve

Local Leadership
Sue Burch has been active on 
numerous local committees and has 
shown her leadership at the local 
level in the following ways:

•	 Leads	and	facilitates	the	district’s	
Technology in Education (TIE) 
program 

•	 Coordinated	the	Board	of	Educa-
tion’s conversion to paperless 
e-meetings

•	 Managed	the	redesign	of	the	
district web site and serves as web 
master

•	 Provided	leadership	in	the	school	
district’s e-mail conversion 

•	 Facilitated	the	writing	of	a	half	
million dollar grant that estab-
lished	the	first	wide-area	network	
in the Grand Island Public Schools

•	 Chaired	the	district’s	first	technol-
ogy visioning process 

•	 Volunteers	her	technology	skills	to	
assist the local Rotary Club and 
the Saint Frances Medical Center

•	 Serves	as	a	mentor	in	the	Team-
mates student mentoring program

State & National Leadership
In addition to providing leadership 
at the local level, Sue Burch has gone 
beyond the boundaries of Grand 
Island and provided leadership at the 
state and national level.  Below are 
but a few examples:

•	 Statewide	trainer	for	the	US	West	
Teacher	and	Technology	Grant	&	
Gates Grant for Administrators

•	 Sue’s	work	with	Apple	Remote	
Desktop	&	classroom	podcasting	

was featured on Apple’s web site 
as exemplary uses of technology in 
education

•	 Presenter	at	the	National	School	
Board Association Technology 
and Learning Conference

•	 Presenter	at	National	Educational	
Computing Conference (NECC)

•	 Presenter	at	the	T+L		Conference	
in	Denver

•	 Presenter	at	the	Nebraska	School	
Board Conference

•	 Presenter	at	the	Nebraska	Educa-
tional Technology Conference

•	 Presenter	at	the	Nebraska	School	
Administrators Conference

•	 Presenter	at	the	Midwest	Internet	
Institute

•	 NETA	board	member	from	
1993-2001 and again from 
2004-2007	serving	as	president	
and conference chair from 
1997-1998

•	 Chaired	the	Central	Nebraska	
Technology Fair

•	 Coordinated	the	program	and	
vendors for the Midwest Internet 
Institute

Along with being recognized by 
NETA at the spring conference in 
April, Sue will be Nebraska’s nomi-
nee for the ISTE Technology  
Leadership Award. ❖
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More and more schools 
across the state are interested in 
learning about 1:1 or high access 
laptop initiatives. Hershey Public 
School is in the third year of our 1:1 
laptop initiative, which we named 
Project LEAP “Laptops Enhancing 
Academic Performance”.  The focus 
of a good project should not be 
about the hardware, but about 
increasing student learning and 
aiding in the effectiveness of 
teacher instruction. How do you 
know if your technology project 
really accomplishes this?

Important Questions
Over the course of the last two 
years we have been gathering the 
data needed to evaluate Project 
LEAP. We are in the third year of a 
three year lease, which means that 
we will soon be making decisions 
that will guide us into what direc-
tion we will take to ensure contin-
ued student growth. In the planning 
and implementation phases of this 
project, I did not really think about 
the last cycle of the project, not 
until about six months ago when 
my superintendent asked the 
following questions: “What have we 
learned from this project?,” “Why it 
is critical to student learning?” and 
most importantly, “Why should it 
be continued?” 

At that point, the evaluation 
portion of Project LEAP became 
important to me. When deciding 
what areas should be evaluated, the 

Evaluating Technology Initiatives

following came to mind: content 
and curriculum, hardware and 
infrastructure, and instructional 
practices.

Standards and Accountability
Like it or not, standards and 
accountability have inundated our 
school. Now more than ever, 
accountability seems to be in the 
focus at a state and national level. 
When trying to measure content 
and curriculum, we need to look at 
how our project has impacted the 
learning of content standards. The 
best way to measure the effective-
ness of this is to look at our stu-
dents’ scores in the State Reading, 
Writing, Math, and Science Assess-
ments. This data is readily available 
in the State of the Schools Report. 
Norm	Reference	Test	Data	is	also	
available at this site. 

Other skill areas that are important 
to monitor include college readi-
ness, workforce skills, 21st Century 
skills and technology literacy. To 
measure these areas of our curricu-
lum, we use survey data from 
students who have graduated from 
our school and are attending college 
and/or holding a job. It is important 
to know if this project has given 
them added skills for college or the 
workforce.	Discussions	with	area	
business leaders and community 
college educators can give added 
knowledge as to what skills are 
needed and/or what software is 
important for the students to know.

Including reasearch-based 
practices
We also need to look at how our 
project utilized research-based 
instructional practices that em-
braced our student’s ability to learn 
curriculum and content standards.  
Our project targeted Marzano’s 
instructional practices of Identify-
ing	Similarities	and	Differences,	
Summarizing and Note Taking, 
Reinforcing Effort and Providing 
Recognition, and Nonlinguistic 
Representations. Staff development 
and software acquisition over the 
course of our project supported 
these instructional strategies and 
school improvement goals over the 
course of our project. In order to 
measure these instructional prac-
tices, we are going to use student 
and teacher survey data. 

Hardware, Network & Support
To measure the hardware and 
infrastructure portion of our 
project, we will again look at  
survey data and factual data such  
as network bandwidth statistics, 
internet usage reports, Power-
School usage at the student and 
parent level, and attendance data. 
Student and teacher survey data 
will also give us a view of the level 
of technical support that we are 
providing to the students and 
teachers, and if we need additional 
technology in the classroom such  
as clickers, SmartBoards, and other 
presentation devices.

I am not optimistic that we will 
secure all of the pertinent informa-
tion necessary in making a decision 
in the process, but it will be very 
valuable having data from many 
different sources. Technology 
provided us the ability to gather 
data, sort data and analyze data and 
thus measure accountability. ❖

By Jane Davis, 
Hershey Public 
Schools

“It is important to 
know if this project 

has given them added 
skills for college or 

the workforce.”
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NETA Board Meeting Minutes
Site Coordinator:  
Dennis McIntyre
La	Vista	Embassy	Suites	&	Confer-
ence Center update included a new 
contract through 2011 and tenta-
tively through 2013. The AV person 
has worked with us before, so we 
can rest assured that things will go 
smoothly since he got us through a 
rough year on an emergency basis 
last year. The Marriott is still on 
schedule to be completed by April 
1st. Marriott should be prepared for 
us by conference time, as their 
public space rooms are scheduled to 
be used during the conference. 

Making things better for vendors 
and presenters was discussed, such 
as microphones, vendor break 
rooms or vendor meeting rooms, 
etc. Each presentation room will 
have projector, Ethernet connection, 
wireless Internet access, and wire-
less microphones. We reviewed how 
the hosts would help with projec-
tion, speakers, and other AV equip-
ment, and how it would be reviewed 
at the host meeting. They are 
currently working on free wireless 
for people staying in the hotel as 
well as during the conference in the 
session rooms.

Contest Coordinator: Lynne Herr
Out of 300 logo entries, the confer-
ence logo winner was announced 
and shown to the group. A T-shirt 
color was chosen, charcoal, and the 
NETA logo will be on the front, 
with the winning student logo 
design on the back. Contest submis-
sion overview: 15 from the new 
teacher scholarship, over 120 entries 
in the open class, 30 in the video 
contest. Teacher leader and leading 
with	technology	has	about	8	entries.	
The graphic imagery contest has 

How-to articles, minutes, member 
spotlights, etc.

Sandy also shared conference bag 
samples and giveaway options. She 
asked for input from the Board as 
to which items to purchase. 

Treasurer: Rich Molettiere
Rich reviewed the budget and 
payments from the balance sheet, 
followed by a review of investment 
losses and future spending. Motion 
made by Pam Krambeck seconded 
by	Jane	Davis	to	approve	the	
treasurer’s report, all in favor, 
motion carried.

Executive Liaison: Tom Rolfes
Tom provided an update on the 
statewide network progress. Some 
schools choose not to join the 
network, but an invitation will be 
extended again next year. A spread-
sheet of Internet purchases for this 
network was presented. 

Legislatively, there are not many 
technology bills coming in front of 
the committees. Three were high-
lighted briefly. 

Exhibitor Coordinator:  
Mike Burns
Conference vendor booths sold out 
very early at the booth size we set, 
established, and advertised. When 
planning for future conferences, we 
could decrease the size of each 
booth, allowing us to increase our 
booth numbers. The map is mostly 
completed. We need to decide the 
drape and pipe color. We discussed 
our vendor waiting list and the 
possibility of reducing the size of 
the booths next year to accommo-
date more vendors. We can look at 
supply and demand, and add to the 
vendor registration form the booth 
size of choice, and customization of 
chairs and tables, etc.

NETA Winter Board Meeting
Waverly, NE  
February 6, 2009

Present: Nicole Badgley, Sandy 
Blankenship, Eric Bell, William 
Bolen, Jason Everett, Lynne Herr, 
Renee Kopf, Pam Krambeck, 
Dennis	McIntyre,	Rich	Molettiere,	
Katie Morrow, Scott Plummer, 
Susan Prabulos, Tom Rolfes, Jason 
Rushing, SuAnn Witt, Greg Robke, 
Bob	Goeman,	Jane	Davis,	and	
Dawn	Prescott.	Sue	Oppliger	
arrived at 10:25. Mike Burns arrived 
at 11:20.

Scott Plummer opened the meeting 
at	10:06	a.m.

Motion made by Rich Molettiere 
seconded by Renee Kopf to approve 
minutes of the October meeting, all 
in favor, motion carried.

Motion made by Bob Goeman 
seconded by Eric Bell to approve 
minutes of the online meeting, all 
in favor, motion carried.

Executive Reports
Executive Director:  
Sandy Blankenship
Sandy reviewed the conferences 
that she has attended for visibility 
and promotion of NETA. Sandy 
outlined various tasks for the NETA 
Conference. Pam Krambeck volun-
teered to coordinate the Internet 
Safety Poster contest slide show.  
An update on NECC housing was 
presented along with reception 
sponsors. Sandy reviewed the status 
of the learning web grants and other 
grant expenditures for the year.  

Deadline	for	the	next	newsletter	is	
February	28th.	Sandy	asked	for	
items for next newsletter including: (Continued on the next page)
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over	150	entries,	with	37	for	digital	
media and none in the 9-12 cat-
egory. There are 20 in each of the 
teacher contests for NECC trip and 
grants. Though we had several 
requests for late entries, to be fair 
to everyone the committee adhered 
to the deadlines and didn’t allow 
late entries. 

Unfinished Business:
The NETA conference reimburse-
ment policy was reviewed.

Data	collection	method—The	Board	
discussed follow-up surveys for the 
conference. We want to be able to 
collect info for the Embassy as well 
as what we can do to improve the 
next conference. Evaluation surveys 
will only be online this year.

Café Press—Jason
Jason Everett reviewed the process 
for ordering NETA logo items as a 
fundraiser. It doesn’t cost us any-
thing to have this site online. We 
would only have some samples 
during the conference and then 
members could go online to order. 
We could put a link on our NETA 
site, in the newsletter, and/or in the 
conference bulletin. We can make it 
a private site, or use the café press 
web site. We will need a worksta-
tion for ordering.

FirstClass
We are still looking for a server to 
install FirstClass. We are searching 
for hosted solutions, another server, 
an old server to use, hosting from a 
school	that	already	has	a	first	class	
server, or maybe another solution, 
such as purchasing a server. We 
need to analyze the costs that could 
be incurred, such as backups, 
technical support, training, the 
hardware, the host location, some-
one to maintain the server, etc. We 
need	to	focus	on	finding	the	hard-
ware,	and	finding	someone	to	
manage it. Several people will look 

into each of these categories and 
get back to the group.

SETA Attendance:
The question was brought to the 
Board whether we want to continue 
offering scholarships for the student 
educational technology association 
members	(SETA)	with	first	prefer-
ence for registration, and then allow 
other college students to attend to 
fill	the	slots	available.	

Discussion	followed	regarding	the	
fairness for all college students 
instead of just those in the SETA 
group.	A	motion	by	Eric	Bell:	Due	
to SETA no longer holding their 
annual conference, NETA will no 
longer	support	the	70	SETA	schol-
arships. Seconded by Sue. All in 
favor, motion carried. 13 Aye 1 Nay 
1 Abstain.

Sue Oppliger, Conference Issues:
Conference jobs list was reviewed 
and people volunteered for different 
tasks. There will be a student 
spotlight of the Schoolhouse 
Graphic Productions, and they will 
have a table and a session. Six 
“Bring Your Own Laptop” sessions 
will be held in the Fedora rooms. 
Participants will need to pre-regis-
ter and will receive an email of what 
they need to have downloaded prior 
to the session. Participants in BYOL 
sessions need to have a ticket, but if 
there are empty seats hosts will 
allow	others	to	fill	the	seats.	There	
are plans to provide a location for a 
Blogger’s café. We’ll need “Ask me” 
shirts for volunteers, in a bright 
color, with Ask Me on them along 
with the NETA logo. Other topics 
included: a review of poster ses-
sions, session and room placement, 
mentoring new speakers, highlight-
ing learning web participants, 
highlighting student session similar 
to the way we have highlighted 
sessions as vendors, and using 
listservs to advertise sessions that 
will be at NETA to help promote 

registration. The copying services 
will be free of charge except for the 
paper. 

Plans for the Wednesday night 
Board dinner were discussed. The 
decision was to have a buffet meal 
in a room on the main floor of the 
Embassy	Suites	&	Conference	
Center.

The new break-even point for work-
shops will be ten (minimum num-
ber registered for workshop to be 
offered), so we are sure to cover the 
cost with the ESU and shuttle. The 
shuttle buses will not be able to 
come from one of the schools. Rich 
is investigating other options.

Meeting adjourned at 4:02 p.m.

Planning Ahead
February	7,	2009—NETA	Contest	
Judging	9:00	am	to	finish	at	Wa-
verly, NE with Staybridge Suites in 
Lincoln as backup plan

End	of	March—Embassy	final	walk	
through will be scheduled.

April 22nd—Work day beginning at 
10 a.m. with Lunch at noon, meet-
ing in the Gatsby meeting room.

April 23–24, 2009—NETA La Vista 
Embassy	Suites	&	Conference	
Center, La Vista, Nebraska.

July 20–22, 2009 Summer Retreat, 
Embassy Suites

Contest committee begins on July 
20th at 1 p.m.

All Board Members—July 21-22, 
2009 beginning at 10 a.m.

April 29-30, 2010—NETA  
Conference

Respectfully Submitted, 
Nicole Badgley 
NETA Executive Secretary ❖

(Minutes, continued)
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Calendar of Technology 
Conferences & Seminars

April 2009 

NETA Spring Conference 
Exploring New Territories

April 23–24, 2009
LaVista	Embassy	Suites	&	
Conference Center, LaVista
netasite.org

June 2009

Nebraska Career Education 
(NCE) Conference

June 9–11, 2009
Kearney, NE
http://www.nceconference.com

Rocky Mountain Tie 2009 
(Technology in Education) 

June	22–26,	2009
Copper Mountain, CO
www.tiecolorado.org/TIE_
Conference_2009.htm

National Educational 
Computing Conference 
(NECC)

June	28–July	1,	2009
Washington	DC
center.uoregon.edu/ISTE/
NECC2009/

July 2009

Campus Technology 09
July	27–30,	2009
Boston, MA
campustechnology.com/
microsites/campus-technlogy-09/
ct09-home.aspx

August 2009

Annual Conference on 
Distance Teaching & Learning

August	4–7,	2009
Madison, Wisconsin
www.uwex.edu/disted/conference/

October 2009

ITEC (Iowa Technology 
Education Connection) 
Conference

October 11–13, 2009
Des	Moines,	IA
itec-ia.org/en/conference/

National School Boards 
Association—NSBA T+L2 
Conference

October	28–30,	2009
Denver,	CO
www.nsba.org/T+L/

January 2010

MacWorld Expo
January	4–8,	2010
San Francisco, CA
macworldexpo.com

Florida Educational 
Technology Conference 
(FETC)

January 12–15, 2010
Orlando, FL
fetc.org

February 2010

Texas Computer Education 
Association (TCEA)

February	8–12,	2010
Austin,	TX
www.tcea.org 

Midwest Education 
Technology Conference 
(METC)

February	8–10,	2010
St. Louis, MO
www2.csd.org/vlc/

Events of every type for educators, technicians & administrators



Membership Form
NETA Statement of Purpose: The Nebraska Educational Technology 
Association exists for the purpose of providing leadership and  
promoting the application of technology to the educational process. 
Its span of interest includes all levels and aspects of education.

 Name Position

 Preferred Address

 City State  Zip

 Home Phone Work Phone

 School/Agency Name e-mail

If	you	attended	the	Spring	Conference	in	April,	2008,	one	year	of	membership	was	included	with	your	 
registration. If you would like to be a member, but could not attend the Spring Conference, membership 
dues are $25 .00 and are good through April, 2009. Make checks payable to NETA. To become a member, 
please	fill	out	the	above	form	and	mail	with	check	to:

 NETA Membership ❑ I am a new member 
	 P.O.	Box	27	 ❑ I was recruited by this current NETA member 
	 Waverly,	NE		68462

Address changes should be sent to the above address or e-mailed to: executivedirector@netasite.org

NONPROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

LINCOLN, NE
PERMIT NO. 1180

NETA
P.O. Box 27 
Waverly, NE  68462

NETA—on the World Wide Web at http://netasite.org
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