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Sound like a familiar 
statement? Familiarity brings a flood 
of thoughts and ideas bursting forth. 
As children, our teachers would help 
us learn to reflect and expand our 
vocabulary while excitement flowed 
from our memories. We couldn’t 
wait to share what we had experi-
enced. That idea has now blossomed 
in the social networks that each of 
us, along with many of our students 
and friends are now frequenting—we 
can’t wait to share what we just saw! 
The challenge for us as educators is 
how to channel our student’s enthu-
siasm into constructive expression.

We use to have to wait until the 
photos were developed & printed to 
share our travel excitement with our 
friends. Then in recent years all we 
had to do was pull out our digital 
camera and show them our pictures. 
Today we post them online while  
we are still looking at the awesome 
beauty before us. What an exciting 
time to be alive! 

Are we listening?
Even more than that, what an 
exciting time to be in education!  
We have the best teachers filling our 
classrooms and they are not standing 
at the front of the room. Our stu-
dents have become the teachers and 
they are not sitting behind desks in 

neat rows. They are trying their best 
to teach us what they need to learn 
and how they can best learn it. Are 
we listening?

Review the trends and  
recommendations
At the NETA conference last April, 
Elliot Soloway and Cathleen Norris 
shared with us the trend of schools 
moving to mobile technologies and 
away from desktop and laptop 
computers. Meg Ormiston encour-
aged us to incorporate social 
networks in our classrooms. Rem 
Jackson and his associates shared 
with us the changing landscape of 
education and leadership. All of 
them encouraged us to change the 
way we look at education today, not 
tomorrow. If you missed any of their 
sessions or those of the other 
keynote and featured speakers, you 
can find them at http://netasite.org. 
Even if you did see them at NETA,  
I would encourage you to go back  
to listen to them again. 

Encourage contributions
Social networks are not a waste of 
time as many might try to convince 
us. They are a medium for creative 

expression. We can use this medium 
to encourage our students to explore 
and discipline themselves to reshape 
the world they will soon oversee. 
There is a time for random thoughts 
and conversation and a time for 
creative expression and thoughtful 
reflection. This is our opportunity  
to guide and encourage students to 
make worthwhile, responsible contri-
butions to this world that we share.

Peter Reynolds was a reluctant reader 
but an incessant doodler as a child. 
At the NETA Conference last April, 
he shared his story of visiting  
elementary classrooms and asking 
children, “Who loves to draw? In 
kindergarten and first grade, all the 
hands go up… By fourth and fifth 
grade, most of the hands are down.” 
Encouraging children to tell their 
story through pictures or words is  
a powerful experience. Look at the 
excitement of telling all your friends 
on FaceBook about what you just 
experienced. Now help your students 
channel that excitement into creative 
expression. My granddaughter can’t 
yet write but she loves to draw, and 
boy can she tell a story. Everyone can 
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Message from the President Elect—

gofortheGREEN

Step 2
Create CNAME records and 
configure MX records—CNAME 
records need to be created when-
ever you want to associate a new 
sub-domain to an already existing  
A record. MX records control how 
email is delivered. They are used to 
locate the receiving mail servers for 
a given host. ESU 6 configured our 
CNAME and MX records for us. 

Step 3
Set up groups and import users—
We set up two groups, one for 
students and the other as a teacher/
staff group. Students and teachers 
were imported into their specific 
groups using a .csv file with names 
and passwords. Having gone 
through a year of Google for 
Education, we found it may be 
easier to set up groups by year of 
graduation so that you can easily 
delete the group as they graduate.  
If you have only one group, you have 
to delete each student individually. 
You have the option to have pass-
words changed at first login. 

Step 4
Postini (if desired)—Postini is an 
email and web security & archiving 
service provided by Google. We use 
both services at Falls City. Google 
provided the filtering free for any 
schools that signed up before July 1, 
2010. All email is filtered and the 
teacher/staff email is archived for  
a period of 10 years. We were plan-
ning on archiving for one year, but 
we have a small enough staff that 
their minimum cost covered the 
archiving for 10 years. Schools are 
responsible for building their own 
filtering list. Don’t hesitate to call 
Google’s education tech support for 

help. They are very knowledgeable 
and willing to help in any way.

We spent in-service time in August 
going over the basics of the Google 
Mail and Google Docs with our 
teachers. We wanted our teachers 
to have time to adjust and learn the 
system before we gave it to our 
students. We had after school 
question-and-answer sessions for 
teachers in September. In October, 
we trained students and gave them 
their logins and passwords. We 
chose to allow students to only  
send and receive email from those 
inside the @fallscityps.org domain. 
Teachers/staff can email both inside 
and outside the domain. Both 
students and teachers can access 
their Google mail and documents 
from any where they have computer 
access. 

We are truly amazed at the benefits 
derived from using Google for 
Education. We knew there would  
be some “green” benefits, but are 
constantly amazed at the “other” 
benefits. Some of those include:

•	Multiple	students	can	work	on	 
a single document at the same 
time. This allows for more 
collaboration between students.

•	 Documents	can	be	shared	with	
other students for peer editing 
or teachers for correction and 
additions. 

•	 Students	share	their	papers	with	
their teachers who can grade 
student papers and make 
comments on them without 
ever printing the document.

Renee Kopf 
Falls City PS

Do you want to help the 
environment and district budget at 
the same time? Think about Google 
for Education.

The addition of the multiple litera-
cies strand of the Nebraska Lan-
guage Arts standards and 21st 
Century Skills pushed Falls City 
Public Schools a little deeper into 
looking for ways to increase student 
and teacher collaboration. The 
conversation centered on adding 
student email and online storage  
of documents as a way to address 
the multiple literacies. 

In the spring and summer of 2009, 
we gathered information and made 
the decision to implement Google 
for Education for our middle and 
high school students, along with the 
faculty. It was such a success, that 
our elementary school grades 3–5 
asked to be included. We added 
them in January 2010. 

These are the steps we took to adopt 
the Google Apps for Education:

Step 1
Domain Name—We acquired a 
domain name through one of the 
many web hosting or domain 
registrars on the Internet, where 
you can also check availability. 
When looking for a domain name, 
consider these characteristics: 
short, memorable, and descriptive. 
Once the domain was registered 
and ready to go, we contacted our 
Google representative who got us 
on our way. (continued on page 17)
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NETA 2010 Photo Gallery

And the survey says…..
When responding to “I would recommend this conference to other  
educators” 99.4% agreed that they would recommend this conference! 

When responding to “The sessions I attended were professional and 
informative” 98.9% agreed.

(Taken from online conference evaluations completed by 540 of NETA 
2010 attendees) ❖
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The ISTE Experience!

share a great online tool can step 
onto a stage and demonstrate that 
tool for two minutes.

This year, my two favorite EduBlog-
gerCon sessions dealt with helping 
students become more discerning 
researchers and defining technol-
ogy literacy with connections to 
project-based learning, creating, 
and independent learning. For a 
look at the EduBloggerCon 2010 
schedule, as well as some links to 
group notes pages, Smackdown 
tools and a recorded Eluminate 
session of the Smackdown, browse 
to http://www.edubloggercon.com/
EduBloggerCon+2010.

During the ISTE 2010 conference,  
I attended some traditional sessions 
(speaker presents to audience) as 
well as more informal sessions at the 
Bloggers’ Cafe and ISTE Unplugged 
(http://www.isteunplugged.com) 
areas. By doing both, I find a nice 
mix of sharing and connecting. 

Session highlights:
Crap Detection 101: Educator 
Call to Action—Howard  
Rheingold, Stanford University    

Using Hemingway’s term for 
wading through information and 
misinformation, Rheingold present-
ed a call to educators to help 
students become better thinkers 
about the plethora of information 
at their fingertips. If students have 
instant access to information, how 
do we help them wade through  
all the misinformation? How will 
students know what is good infor-
mation and what is not? Few 
students will learn this skill on their 
own, and too many schools depend 
upon teacher librarians or instruc-
tional technology teachers to be the 
ONLY resources for this learning. 

Rheingold advocates that all teach-
ers must help facilitate learning 
these skills. For links and notes of 
this session and more from Rhein-
gold: http://critical-thinking.iste.
wikispaces.net/

Design with Forever in Mind: 
Capturing Learning in the  
Classroom—Ben Wilkoff,  
Douglas County School District, 
Denver, Colorado 
(http://learningischange.com)

In this BYOL session, Wilkoff 
asked two important questions: 
“How do you create learning that 
lasts forever?” and “How do 
students capture their learning?” 
His ideas fall into three main 
categories for capturing learning: 
1) audio/voice-casting, 2) screen-
casting, and 3) collaborating 
through text. Through a combina-
tion of all three, students have 
numerous opportunities to network, 
collaborate, and record their learn-
ing experiences.

Links:
Audio—http://vocaroo.com 
http://drop.io

Screen—http://screenr.com 
http://screentoaster.com 
http://dimdim.com

Text—http://twitter.com 
http://docs.google.com

Most importantly, Wilkoff noted 
that with any of the online options, 
it is imperative to have an “exit-
strategy.” For many of these free 
online sites, there is no guarantee 
that they will be around forever. 
New alternatives are created all the 
time, but you don’t want to take a 
chance and lose student work. Any 
files stored on a free site could be 
lost if the site shuts down. One 
should have a backup plan, or “exit 
strategy” for those files.

Discussing, Sharing, & 
Connecting are three terms 
that come to my mind when I 
reflect upon my experiences at 
ISTE 2010 in Denver this year. I 
always look forward to ISTE’s 
conference each summer, because  
I know that I can expect to 1) enter 
into some really great face-to-face 
discussions with educators from 
around the world, 2) learn some-
thing new from someone who is 
willing to share, and 3) connect 
with incredible people—some with 
whom I network online all year-
round, and some whom I’ve just 
met at the conference.

EduBloggerCon
The last few years, I’ve arrived at 
the conference site a day early to 
attend EduBloggerCon. EduBlogger-
Con is an “unconference,”  which 
basically means that it is designed 
in real-time by those attending.  
At EduBloggerCon, the themes are 
generally based around Social 
Media/Web 2.0 in education. 
Through a planning document in a 
wiki, http://www.edubloggercon.com, 
participants are able to decide 
which sessions to hold and who 
plans to facilitate. These are not 
stand and deliver presentations! 
Seats are organized into a circle or 
cluster, and everyone is invited to 
participate. Some join right in the 
discussion, while others sit back 
and absorb the discussion around 
them. Personally, these are some  
of my most valued discussions. 

Right after the lunch break, there  
is a Web 2.0 tool speed demonstra-
tion. Anyone who would like to 

by Michelle  
Baldwin, 
Millard PS

(Continued on page 7)
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Networked Literacy at ISTE 
Unplugged—Jeff Utecht, Elem-
entary Technology Learning 
Coordinator, International School 
Bangkok, Thailand  
(http://www.thethinkingstick.com)

Angela Maiers, Maiers Educa-
tional Services, Des Moines, IA  
(http://www.angelamaiers.com)

Utecht and Maiers led this session 
about the importance of building 
networks, both face-to-face but also 
online. Many sessions at ISTE 
focused on network-building for 

(ISTE Sessions, continued)

NETA sponsored a reception during the ISTE Conference in Denver, CO. 
Sponsors were Academic Superstore and Engaging Technologies. 138 
conference participants attended the event at the Curtis Hotel, which set a 
record for the number of reception guests at the national conference. 
Please plan to join us June 26-29, 2011 at the ISTE Conference, to be held 
in Philadelphia, PA! ❖

educators, but Utecht and Maiers 
stressed the need for students to 
learn to network as well. While 
many students may belong to 
online networks and communities 
already, have they learned to 
harness the power of these net-
works for learning? And are teach-
ers and schools helping to guide 
this process? Empower students  
to learn to use the network tools 
appropriately and to leverage their 
connections for their own personal 
learning networks!

Utecht blogs about this session (and 
its predecessor discussion at 

EduBloggerCon 2010) at http://
www.thethinkingstick.com/are-we-
teaching-networked-literacy.

ISTE—a favorite!
The ISTE Conference is one of my 
favorite conferences—partially 
because I get to see old friends again 
and meet new friends, but mostly 
because it is simply a great opportu-
nity for sharing and learning!

Check out the ISTEVision site to 
view and/or listen to sessions that 
you may have missed at ISTE 2010! 
http://www.istevision.org/landing_
page.php ❖

NETA Reception at ISTE
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Eric Bell, Lexington HS
ISTE 2010 provided great ideas, 
information and experiences that 
can be used immediately next year 
in my classroom. Here are my top 
five takeaways from my ISTE 2010 
experience:

1.  Bernejean Porter’s “Where’s 
the Beef?” presentation on 
evaluating digital products 
effectively. Porter discussed the 
need to determine which type 
of communication students will  
be using when creating their 
projects, whether that be 
expository, narrative, persuasive 
or creative. She also challenged 
teachers to move from digital 
products that focused on 
content literacy, to adapting the 
content, to finally transforming 
the content. Finally, she stressed 
that teachers make sure the 
students are not media makers 
but rather meaning makers.   
To access her book go to http://
www.digitales.us/, and click  
on Evaluating Projects.

2.  Anne Smith & Kristin 
Leclaire’s presentation on 
“Writing in the 21st Century.” 
These two teachers from 
Littleton, CO discussed their 
use of blogs in the classroom. 
They shared how they adapted  
a fishbowl classroom discussion 
forum into a never-ending blog; 
where the students on the 
outside would be listening to 
and blogging about what they 
heard from the discussion of 
the inside circle. Afterwards all 
students were able to add their 
additional thoughts to the blog. 
They also used blogs as a way to 

ISTE Teacher Trek 2010 Reports
These articles have been submitted by the 2010 winners of the 
ISTE Teacher Trek Contest. Teachers received $1500 towards their 
expenses to attend the national conference in Denver, CO. See 
page 23 for details on this year’s contest. 

incorporate current events and 
how they impact them in their 
class. To see examples of their 
blogs go to either 
http://21ckakos.blogspot.com  
or http://learningandlaptops.
blogspot.com.

3.  Renee Hobb’s presentation on 
“Copyright Clarity: How Fair 
Use Supports Digital Learning.” 
Renee’s discussion focused on 
how teachers have become 
fearful of their students’ use of 
digital media in the classroom 
because they fear that it will 
violate copyright. She dispelled 
those fears by explaining that 
the doctrine of Fair Use, section 
107 of copyright law, allows use 
of copyrighted material in the 
classroom so long as it is rea-
sonable for its use and that the 
media is used in a transforma-
tive way. She encouraged 
listeners to be bold and push 
students to be creative using  
all digital content. To access  
her resources visit http://www.
mediaeducationlab.com. 

4.  Tammy Worcester’s presenta-
tion “Oh, the things you can 
do with Google Forms!” 
educated all teachers whether 
they are just beginning to use 
Google Apps or have been using 
them for years, on the tips, 
tricks, and uses of Google Forms 
and Spreadsheets. She provided 
great templates that could be 
used for simple quizzes, atten-
dance, as well as showed how  
to manipulate the spreadsheets 
once data has been entered.  
She also showed the use of logic 
branching in Google Forms.  

The use of logic branching  
in Google Forms allows the 
creator to direct those filling 
out the form to the appropriate 
page of questions depending 
their initial designation of 
grade, class period, or whatever 
qualifying field needed. For 
more information on her 
presentation go to: http://
tinyurl.com/2euty8o.

5.  Bernie Dodge’s presentation 
on “Engagement: What is it? 
Where can I get some?” 
provided listeners information 
about what engagement is, how 
it can be increased in the 
classroom and what that 
increased engagement looks 
like. One of the examples that 
he showcased was the website 
http://360cities.net which is a 
collection of panoramic views 
of major world cities that is 
being added to daily. This 
website is great for science, 
geography, even literature 
classes because of the views of 
cities, and even landforms that 
the panoramic views provide.  
I encourage readers to go to  
the website and see how this 
site can be applied in their 
classroom. 

I plan on using all five of these ideas 
in my classroom next year. Thank 
you, NETA for providing me the 
opportunity to go to ISTE 2010 in 
Denver where I was able to see 
what other professionals are doing 
to make the use of educational 
technology more effective in the 
classroom!
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Tech Coordinators 
Meetings & News
The Tech Coordinators and 
Laptop Community (1:1) groups 
are supported by NETA as part of 
efforts to encourage technology 
initiatives across the state. 

Tech Coordinators Meeting will 
be Tuesday, October 12th from 
9am–4pm in Kearney. Check web 
site below for exact location.

Do you provide technical support 
for your district? The agenda for 
meetings focuses on technology 
coordinator duties that are largely 
platform independent. This group 
also has a listserv. You can join 
the listserv by going to the site 
below and entering your name 
and address. 

If you have questions check the 
web site: http://netasite.org/
resources/TechCoordinators.html 
or contact Lucas Bingham at 
lucas.bingham@gmail.com.

Laptop Community Meeting will 
be September 21st in Kearney at 
ESU 10 beginning at 9am. Lunch 
will be provided by NETA, with 
no cost for registration. There will 
be a roundtable discussion that 
will begin based on the agenda 
items that are submitted.

The purpose of this community  
is to provide a place for support, 
information sharing, and getting 
answers to questions. The dis-
tricts involved have laptop 
initiatives or are looking for 
information to begin one. Those 
attending are going through 
similar situations, joys, obstacles 
and projects.

For more information, check this 
web site: http://laptop.communi-
ties.esu10.org/ArticleList.aspx❖

(ISTE Teacher Trek Reports, cont.)
Karen Benner, High Plains 
Community School, Clarks
“Exploring Excellence” in Denver was 
the theme for the 2010 ISTE confer-
ence and excellent it was.  Thousands 
of attendees had the opportunity to 
attend hundreds of sessions ranging 
from poster sessions to spotlights to 
panels of experts. The featured speak-
ers included Alan November, Leslie 
Fisher, Kathy Schrock, and Tammy 
Worcester. If those names sound very 
familiar, it is likely because they have 
all been NETA speakers as well. We 
are very fortunate to have a tremen-
dous opportunity in Nebraska to 
have one of the finest technology 
conferences in the country. 

After networking with educators 
from a variety of states, it became 
apparent how outstanding our own 
state conference is. In addition to 
expanding my technology skills at 
ISTE, I realize what an innovative 
state we are. Nebraska is definitely  
a leader in using technology in 
education. I would also like to thank 
the NETA board for allowing me the 
opportunity to attend this inspiring 
conference. From my experience 
attending the ISTE Conference I 
definitely intend to change things up 
even more in my classroom to make 
it “their” classroom—less of me 
“teaching” and more of them  
“teaching.”

Bridget Kratt 
Millard Horizon High School
I cannot thank NETA enough for 
sending me to ISTE 2010 in Denver 
this summer. As one of the winners 
of  NETA’s ISTE Teacher Trek 
Contest, I was afforded the opportu-
nity to spend four days engaging in 
workshops, attending keynote 
presentations, visiting with vendors 
and exhibitors, and networking with 
fellow educators from around the 
world. Needless to say, I came home 
from the conference feeling inspired 
and invigorated.

The theme of ISTE 2010 was “Explor-
ing Excellence”, a global platform for 
sharing the best in teaching and 
learning practices for the 21st Century 
classroom. From the Conference 
Kickoff, through the Special Interest 
Group playgrounds, and into the 
BYOL (Bring Your Own Laptop) and 
Hands-On sessions, I was continually 
challenging myself to implement 
ideas and practices that would foster 
a learning environment which 
cultivates that excellence.  

As a Teacher Librarian at Millard 
Horizon HS, an alternative program,  
I was especially inspired by Anthony 
Mullen’s session “At-Risk Students  
in the Digital Age.” Tony spent more 
than 20 years working as a police 
officer in New York City before 
pursuing his dream of working with 
students who struggle with emotional 
and learning difficulties. Just a few 
years later, Tony was named the 2009 
National Teacher of the Year. The 
stories he shared for motivating his 
students to stay in school and become 
21st Century Learners were powerful 
ones, and reaffirmed my belief that 
we should be cultivating excellence 
for ALL students.

Throughout the conference, I learned 
many tips, tricks, and tools for using 
the Digital Archives database to 
access primary resources for research, 
creating digital stories and portfolios 
to showcase student work, and 
differentiating my teaching with 
technology to accommodate a variety 
of learning styles. Of course, I also 
had the chance to “play” at the 
numerous Poster Sessions and the 
21st Century Media Playground.

It was an amazing experience to 
attend ISTE 2010, one which left  
me excited and anxious to return  
to work this fall. Thank you again, 
NETA, for allowing me to Explore 
Excellence and to learn from and 
with some of the most innovative 
educators in the world.❖
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While Rod Haenke,  
Dr. John Gould and I were at the 
NETA conference in April, so many 
educators came up to us and told 
us about the real life challenges 
they (and all of us) face today in 
education—
•	 Getting the whole teaching staff 

ON THE SAME PAGE for once!

•	 Truly	raising	student	achieve-
ment and really decreasing the 
achievement gap.

•	 Preparing	our	students	for	their	
future and NOT OUR PAST.

I know, after speaking with these 
wonderful people from Harrison  
to Falls City, that they are absolutely 
up to the challenge.

The tools are in our  
hands…almost. 
The fact is the technology is almost 
there. I saw dozens of teachers 
taking notes on their “just out of 
the box” iPads at NETA. We are 
almost there technologically. But 
that is, in truth, not the really hard 
part. That has always been, and 
remains to this day, a significant 
human challenge. Truly guiding, 
coaching, mentoring, and teaching 
our colleagues, our students, our 
communities, and ourselves is the 
key to embracing the remarkable 
tools that are almost in our hands. 

It’s those pesky people. The ma-
chines seem so easy to work with in 
comparison. But, of course, without 
those pesky, wonderful people there 
would be no mission, no reason to 
get out of bed and lead them into 
our bright future. 

“In and Out” only works  
with hamburgers
I pledged to all of you who attended 
my keynote presentation that after 
the conference we at Top Practices 
Education weren’t just going to “fly 
in and fly out.” That is using the old 
“Spray and Pray” approach and we 
all know that doesn’t’ work with 
anyone. Lasting, transformative 
change can only occur when people 
have been given the tools, instruc-
tion, and support over an extended 
period of time. Rod, John, and I 
remain committed to rolling up  
our sleeves and working side by  
side with Nebraska school leaders. 
Already hundreds of Nebraska 
educators have downloaded our 
free book—“The 19 Reasons Sus-
tainable Change Doesn’t Happen  
in K–12 Education.” If you haven’t 
gotten your copy yet—get it now at 
www.toppracticeseducation.com. 

Nebraska on the Website
To further engage you on these 
powerful ideas, we have devoted  
a section of the Top Practices Edu-
cation Website to Nebraska. There 
are some video presentations 
available that contain key strate-
gies for communicating effectively, 
running effective professional 
learning community meetings, and 
navigating change processes. We 
also want to hold a series of events 
and workshops in Nebraska over 
the next few years—all focused on 
critical skills sets for success and 
sustainable change, such as:

•	 Developing	extraordinary	
communication skills and 
strategies. 

•	 Leading	more	powerful	Profes-
sional Learning Communities 
to dramatically improve student 
achievement.

•	Designing new learning 
environments that are tech-
nology centric and that truly 
prepare students for the 21st 
Century.

We enjoyed our visit with you at 
NETA so much (the food in Ne-
braska is great!) and are ready to 
return if we can help. Please visit 
our website and use the resources. 
There you can also find out how to 
contact us if you need our help in 
any way. We are deeply committed 
to working with Nebraska school 
leaders, teachers, and students. 
Working with people as they 
navigate through these difficult 
(exciting) transformative times is  
an exciting, sometimes frustrating, 
privilege. We are delighted to walk 
this path with you. ❖

Spray and Pray Doesn’t Work
By Rem Jackson—NETA 2010 Keynote Presenter & CEO, Top Practices Education
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This is the third of three 
articles in this series. So far we  
have learned how to build an online 
profile and where to go online to 
start connecting. This article will 
take you through the process of 
how to start making connections 
once you join the sites. You will also 
learn about ways to expand and 
manage your growing network so  
it does not become overwhelming. 

Building your network
Once you have created your profile 
and joined one or more networking 
sites, it is time to start making 
connections. There are so many 
options available if you are looking 
to find other educators on Twitter.  
I have created a list of over 60 
quality educators that you can 
follow with one click. It is called  
the Instant PLN (link below) and  
it features some of the best and 
brightest minds in education. While 
these people all appeal to me they 
may not be right for you. I would 
recommend following all of them at 
first because they all have incredibly 
valuable things to offer. You can 
always unfollow them later if they 
are not meeting your needs. The 
Twitter4Teachers wiki is one of the 
best resources available to those 
who looking for educators to follow. 
Don’t forget to add yourself to the 
appropriate page. 

Another great way to find more 
people on Twitter is simply to ask. 
Most people have a handful of 
educators that they always recom-
mend. Also, every Tuesday (Teacher 
Tuesday) and Friday (Follow Friday) 

Expanding and Managing  
Your Personal Network
The final of three articles on social networking

by Beth Still 
Scottsbluff, NE 
Skype: beth.still 
Twitter: beth.still

educators provide recommenda-
tions for who they think are great 
people to follow. 

Nings are another fantastic place  
to build your learning network (see 
www.classroom20.com, pictured 
below). Once you join a Ning, you 
can begin adding contacts immedi-
ately. You might want to begin by 
searching the members for people 
that you know from Twitter or you 
might prefer to start out by brows-
ing through the conversation that 
are about topics that are of interest 
to you. By following the discussion 
thread you will find people that 
have similar interests.  Nings also 
have a feature called groups. You 
can join groups that already exist  
or you can create a group and invite 
people to join it. Either way you are 
sure to find people to connect with 
by using this feature.

Expanding your network
Once you have gotten comfortable 
with interacting with people online, 

you might want to consider adding 
them as friends on Facebook, Skype, 
Google, and other networks that 
allow for deeper and possibly more 
meaningful conversations. Adding 
people to these other networks will 
allow you to get to know them on 
an entirely different level. It will 
also provide opportunities to 
collaborate on projects. You might 
be hesitant about working with 
strangers online, but it will not be 
long before you begin to think of 
some members of your network  
as friends.  

Managing your network
As your network begins to grow, 
you will inevitably spend more time 
doing things like reading the 
Twitter stream, commenting on 
blog posts, engaging in discussions 
on Nings, and communication on 
Facebook. 

You will probably begin to feel 
overwhelmed unless you put some 

(Continued on the next page)

Classroom 2.0 Ning
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2010 Retreat
The NETA Board 
of Directors met 
in July at the  
La Vista Embassy 
Suites Conference 
Center for their 
annual two-day 
planning retreat.

It is during this 
retreat that goals 
are set and a large 
percentage of the 
conference 
planning takes 
place.

strategies in place to help you 
manage your new network. Tweet-
deck,  HootSuite and Seesmic are 
three popular ways to manage 
Twitter and Facebook simultane-
ously. By using an RSS reader, you 
can organize the various blogs you 
want to read by subscribing to them 
which brings the updates to you. 
There is a feature on Nings that 
allow you to subscribe to com-
ments. This feature is specific to 
each individual conversation so you 
only get email updates regarding  
the conversations interesting to you. 

No rules
There are so many ways that you 
can build, expand, and manage 
your personal learning network. 
The suggestions in this article will 
help get you on the right track, 
but you need to do what works for 
you. The great thing about all of 
this is that there are no hard and 
fast rules so you do not have to 
worry about doing anything 
wrong. You do not need to grow 
your network quickly or network 

in more than one place. Start with 
what you are comfortable with 
and expand it only when you are 
ready. Always keep in mind that 
being part of a PLN should be 
enjoyable and rewarding. If it ever 
starts to feel overwhelming do not 
be afraid to back off for a while. 
Your PLN will still be here when 
you come back. 

Resources:
Instant PLN List: 
www.tweepml.org/Instant-PLN

Twitter4Teachers:
www.twitter4teachers.pbworks.com

ISTE Ning: 
www.iste-community.org

Educators PLN Ning:
 www.edupln.ning.com

Classroom 2.0 Ning: 
www.classroom20.com

NETA Group: 
www.classroom20.com/group/
nebraskaeducatorsnetwork ❖

 

(Personal Network, continued)
Meeting  
Minutes  
on the Web

Last year the NETA 
Board decided to save 
print publishing costs 
by posting the minutes 
from the NETA Board 
meetings on the NETA 
website only. 

You will find minutes 
from the April 2010 
NETA Board meeting 
and the July NETA  
Retreat on the web at 
the following location:

http://netasite.org/
resources.html ❖
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Request for Sessions for NETA 2011

NETA is looking for 
members and friends who are 
willing to share their classroom, 
school or district technology 
experiences with others from 
across the region by presenting  
at the NETA conference, April 
28–29, 2011. Presenters who can 
address uses of technology in any 
discipline and at any educational 
level are encouraged to submit a 
presentation. Sessions are either 
lecture/demonstration style (45 
minutes in length) or poster/
gallery sessions.

Poster/gallery sessions
A poster/gallery session allows 
many presenters to set up in one 
large session room with poster 
boards or other resources. It is 
possible to bring a computer for 
the gallery showing if it is stated 
ahead of time on the proposal. 
Participants stroll through the 
gallery in an informal manner 
while presenters show projects 
and answer questions. 

Presenter guidelines
Lead presenters will pay the 
significantly reduced rate of 

$25.00 and are expected to  
provide ample handouts or Web/
email access to their information 
after the conference. A co-pre-
senter may assist in the session.  
A co-presenter must, however, 
register for the conference as a 
regular attendee ($115.00 full 
conference or $80.00 for one day). 
A limit of three presenters per 
session will be printed in the 
program. Students are allowed to 
assist in a presentation as guests 
of the conference (limit of four, 
and must be supervised at all 
times).

Questions should be directed  
to Renee Kopf, President Elect/ 
Conference Chair by email at  
rkopf@fallscityps.org. 

Online only
Sessions may only be submitted 
online, and must be entered by the  
December 1, 2010 deadline. No 
emailed sessions will be accepted. 
Click the link at the NETA home 
page at http://netasite.org to 
submit. The online submissions 
are targeted to be available by 
September 9, 2010. ❖

13

Stay Connected 
with NETA!
Web 2.0 news 

by Josh Allen,  
Papillion-La Vista Schools

Are you looking to 
stay connected to your 
favorite state educational 
technology group for the 51 
weeks of the year there isn’t  
a conference? You’re looking 
in the right newsletter! 

Hop on the NETA website 
(http://netasite.org) and 
scroll to the bottom of home 
page where it says, “Find 
NETA online!” There you’ll 
find links to our newly added 
Facebook page, Classroom 
2.0 Ning group, and the 
official NETA Twitter account, 
@yourNETA! 

At these links you’ll find other 
progressive Nebraska educa-
tors eager to utilize social 
networking to make connec-
tions and further their own 
learning. 

Any of these pages are great 
places to see what’s coming 
up next from NETA. Be sure 
to take a friend with you and 
have them join in all the fun! 
You don’t need to be a NETA 
member to explore and use 
any of the pages listed above.

Questions can be emailed to 
Josh Allen at JoshAllen@
paplv.org or Lucas Bingham at 
lucas.bingham@gmail.com. ❖

e3: empower, encourage, engage

Save the Date! NETA Conference
April 28–29, 2011

La Vista Embassy Suites & Conference Center
http://netasite.org
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Internet Safety Month Proclaimed in April

On March 10, 2010, the Governor signed the proclamation designating April 
as Internet Safety Month in Nebraska. Pictured: Sandy Blankenship, NETA; 
Attorney General Jon Bruning; Governor Heineman; Graci Gillming, ESU10; 
Lois Hafer, ESU9; Bob Hays, ESU11.

Grades K-4
Hand-drawn Poster 
Elizabeth from Johnson-Brock 
Public, Johnson, NE—Grade 2

Computer-generated Poster
Elizabeth from Sandhills Elemen-
tary, Halsey, NE—Grade 4

Grades 5-8
Hand-drawn Poster
Jaqueline from Knickrehm Elemen-
tary, Grand Island, NE—Grade 5

Computer-generated Poster
Joslynn from Scotus Central  
Catholic, Columbus, NE—Grade 7 
(pictured at right)

Audio PSA
Cole from Schuyler Middle School, 
Schuyler, NE—Grade 8

Video PSA
Stephanie, Walter & Jocelyn from 
Schuyler Middle School, Schuyler, 
NE—Grade 8 

Open
Katelynn from Clay Center Public, 
Clay Center, NE—Grade 6  
(mousepad) 

Grades 9-12
Computer-generated Poster
Kasey from Silver Lake 
High School, Roseland, 
NE—Grade 9

Audio PSA
Jon, Vincent & Ryan 
from Scotus Central 
Catholic, Columbus,  
NE —Grades 11, 12

Video PSA
Tyler & Cole from 
Johnson-Brock Public, 
Johnson, NE—Grade 12

Open
Iris, Jacob, Cody & 
Wesley from Litchfield 
Public, Litchfield, NE —
Grade 12 (audio)

To learn more
To learn more about Internet safety, 
see the posters, and access links to 
the winning video and audio files, 
visit the following web site:   
http://tinyurl.com/283eztw. ❖

April 2010 was proclaimed by 
Governor Dave Heineman as Internet 
Safety Month in Nebraska. Robert 
Hays (ESU#11), Attorney General  
Jon Bruning, and the statewide ESU 
Technology Affiliate Group have 
been major promoters of Internet 
safety in Nebraska schools.

Students across Nebraska entered 
related contests to create posters  
and video or audio public service 
announcements (PSAs) promoting 
Internet Safety. The contests are 
jointly hosted by Nebraska Educa-
tional Service Units and Attorney 
General John Bruning’s office. 
Students from across the state partici-
pated in this contest to help promote 
and understand the importance of 
Internet safety (winners listed below).
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QWEST and NETA Collaborate to Provide Teacher Grants
Applications for Qwest Foundation Grants are Due January 10, 2011

The Qwest Foundation 
and the Nebraska Educational 
Technology Association (NETA) 
have announced that the Qwest 
Foundation will provide $50,000  
to support a grant program for 
teachers. The purpose of the 
program is to recognize Nebraska 
public and private school teachers 
who use technology in the class-
room in new and innovative ways, 
with an emphasis on improving 
student performance.

January 10, 2011, is the deadline 
for Nebraska public and private 
school teachers to apply for the 
grants of up to $5,000 each. 
Applicants will be asked to detail 
the goals of their project, as well as 
identify the hardware and software 
needed. The application packet 
will be available by September 
15th for download from the NETA 
Web site at http://netasite.org/
awards.html

Winning grant applicants will be 
notified prior to April 1, 2011, and 
will be recognized at the NETA 
Conference April 28, 2011.

NETA and the Qwest Foundation 
are excited to offer this opportu-
nity to teachers across Nebraska. 
With school budgets tight, this 
provides an opportunity for 
teachers to implement a new, 
creative project into their class-
room. The opportunity also 
matches well with NETA’s 2011 
Conference theme: e3: empower, 
encourage, engage

“Qwest is committed to making a 
positive difference in the commu-
nities where customers live and 
work, and we are proud to invest 
in Nebraska teachers and chil-
dren,” said Rex Fisher, Qwest 
President—Nebraska. “We’re 
excited to partner with NETA  
and create additional resources for 
teachers who are using technology 
to provide meaningful learning 
experiences for their students.”

Teachers serving in private or 
public school districts within the 
Qwest local service area are 
eligible to apply. Eligible commu-
nities are listed on the next page. 
If you have any questions about 

eligibility please contact Gayland 
Alukonis for clarification (see 
contact info below). 

Teachers who are awarded a 
Qwest Foundation grant will  
be asked to present at the NETA 
Conference in 2012 and share 
details regarding their grant 
project. Winners will also be asked 
to submit a 6-month and one-year 
report on their grant  
to NETA. 

About the Qwest Foundation
The Qwest Foundation’s core 
principle is that investing in 
people and communities provides 
lasting value for the future. The 
Qwest Foundation awards grants 
to community-based programs 
that generate high-impact and 
measurable results, focusing on 
K–12 education and economic 
development.

The Qwest Foundation’s philosophy 
is to help build strong communities 
through investing in people and  
the places where they live and 
work. For more information, please 
contact http://www.qwest.com/
foundation.

(Contact information and a list of 
eligible school distircts are listed on 
the next page.)

“ Qwest is committed to making a positive  
difference in the communities where customers 
live and work, and we are proud to invest in 
Nebraska teachers and children.”
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(Quest Grants, continued)

Contacts:
NETA Contact (application 
details) 
Lynne Herr, NETA Contest Chair 
402 641-5161, lherr@esu6.org

Qwest Contact  
(Qwest territory info) 
Gayland Alukonis 
402 422-7337 
Gayland.Alukonis@qwest.com

Eligible districts
Eligible school districts for the 
Qwest grants are in the following 
Nebraska communities:  

Ainsworth 
Alda 
Alliance 
Ames 
Angora 
Antioch 
Atkinson 
Atlanta 
Axtell 
Bellevue 
Bennington 
Big Springs 
Boys Town 
Bridgeport 
Broken Bow 
Cairo 
Central City 
Chadron 
Clarkson 
Cornlea 
Crawford 
Creston 
Cushing 
Dakota City 
Elkhorn 
Ellsworth 
Elm Creek 
Elwood 
Emerson 
Emmet 
Farwell 
Fremont 
Fullerton 
Gothenburg 
Grand Island 
Gretna 

Hadar 
Harrison 
Holdrege 
Homer 
Howells 
Humphrey 
Inglewood 
Lakeside 
Laurel 
La Vista 
Leshara 
Lexington 
Loup City 
Lyons 
McCook 
Marsland 
McCook 
McLean 
Minden 
Nickerson 
Norfolk 
North Platte 
Oakland 
Ogallala 
Omaha 
O’Neill 
Oxford 
Papillion 
Pender 

Pilger 
Ralston 
Randolph 
Richfield 
Rogers 
Roscoe 
Saint Libory 
Saint Paul 
Schuyler 
Sholes 
Sidney 
Silver Creek 
Smithfield 
South Sioux City 
Sparks 
Springfield 
Tekamah 
Thurston 
Valentine 
Valley 
Venice 
Wakefield 
Washington 
Waterloo 
Wayne 
Weissert 
West Point 
Whitney 
Wood River ❖

Rex Fisher from Qwest visits Maggie Tiller’s classroom to congratulate 
her on winning one of the NETA/Qwest grants for 2010. Maggie teaches 
at Gothenburg High School.
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draw and everyone can tell a story but most of us need encouragement and 
guidance in how to do it effectively and meaningfully. No one starts texting 
at the speed of light but because we have something to share we learn 
quickly where to find the combination of letters that share our excitement.  
It takes practice but the desire to share is strong. So it is with any worth-
while ability we are trying to help our students learn; it takes dedication and 
practice. What a powerful opportunity to share with our students.

Find that spark
Use those brief moments you have with your students to find that spark that 
ignites their excitement. Let them show you how they can share that excite-
ment with the world. You are no longer the director of the play, you are now 
the producer enabling them with the tools they need, encouragement and 
guidance so they don’t trip during their opening act. 

Summer vacations are over but this is not a time to be sad, this is a time for 
new adventures! ❖

•	 Our	administration	is	using	
Google Forms for Student of 
the Month nominees.

•	Our district treasurer/secre-
tary is using Google Docs for 
substitute requests and teacher 
requests for leave.

•	The	technology	team	uses	
Google Docs to store password 
lists, student numbers, and 
computer inventory.

Saving money too!
The “green” effect of using Google 
for Education has not only allowed 
us to take better care of our 
environment, but it has also given 
us a way to save money. We had 
previously done a study on the 
cost of ink jet/laser toner printers 
versus copiers and made the move 
to copiers in the district a few 
years ago. We envisioned less 
printing of student documents 
with Google, thus saving the 
district even more in paper  
and toner and we were right. 

Students are emailing documents 
directly to the teacher; the teacher 
grades them and sends them back. 
With English students who do 
term papers, those papers don’t 
have to be printed over and over 
for each revision–they can be 
emailed and the final copy can  
be printed, if needed.

Constant improvements
Teachers and students are finding 
more and more ways to incorpo-
rate Google Mail and Google Docs 
into their curriculum and projects. 
We have continued having in-ser-
vices on Google for Education, 
which have also focused on giving 
teachers time to develop lesson 
plans. The Google team is also 
constantly working on making 
improvements to Google Apps. 
Things are only going to keep 
getting better...❖

(GREEN, continued from page 3)

In order to save electricity 
on your home computer, don’t use  
a screensaver! Allowing your 
computer to sleep and hibernate is 
the most energy efficient method 
for saving this resource. 

Average Power Consumption:
•	 Desktop	Computers:	 

60–500 watts 
*Sleep or standby 2–6 watts

•	 Laptops	15–60	watts
•	Monitors	100–150	watts
•	Monitor	LCD	35–45	watts 

*Sleeping Monitors and turned 
off monitors can use 0–15 watts.

Recycle!
Among green technology facts is 
that the world’s electronic waste 
amounts to as much as 50 million 
metric tons in a year. This includes 
an estimated 130,000 computers 
thrown away in the United States 
every day and the 100 million cell 
phones discarded in America during 
the year. RECYCLE, RECYCLE, 
RECYCLE with a reputable elec-
tronics recycler.

Even if you decide to simply throw 
away your printer, there are two 

Tips to gofortheGREEN
reasons why you should always 
remove ink and toner cartridges 
before doing so. First, toner car-
tridges contain potentially toxic 
materials, which can cause problems 
when put through the ordinary 
waste disposal process. Secondly, 
you may well find you can send the 
cartridges to be refilled, which 
works out considerably cheaper 
than buying brand new cartridges.  
If you decide against this option, 
check with the original manufac-
turer to see if they have a recycling 
program.

Green Computing
Green computing is the environ-
mentally responsible use of comput-
ers and related resources. Such 
practices include the implementa-
tion of energy-efficient central 
processing units (CPU’s) servers 
and peripherals as well as reduced 
resource consumption and proper 
disposal of electronic waste (e-waste)

Look for energy saving or eco-
friendly models of electronic 
equipment. It may cost you more 
money up front, but you will see a 
reduction in your electric bills. ❖

Submitted by Renee Kopf

(Summer Vacation, continued from page 1)
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NETA’s Technology Grant Program
Final Reports from 2009 Winners

Lynn Spady
Westside Community Schools

The funds from the 2009 NETA Teacher Technology 
Grant were used to purchase five iPod Touches for 
the purpose of practicing basic math facts. We were 
fortunate enough to purchase additional iPods and  
a cart so that each student in a classroom would be 
able to have their own device. While the original 
grant proposal focused on practicing math facts,  
the student and teacher enthusiasm expanded the 
use of the iPods into a variety of content areas 
across all grade levels (K–6). 

In a survey distributed to teachers at the end of the 
year, we found that the majority of teachers used  
the iPod Touches on a weekly basis with students, 
focusing mainly on the math fact flashcards created 
in Keynote and the various apps downloaded from 
the iTunes Store. Teachers also reported that stu-
dents improved on their basic math fact skills and 
were eager to use the iPod Touches to review and 
practice before the weekly math fact timed tests. 
While the iPod Touch isn’t the only way to have 
students practice their basic math facts, we did 
find that it provided an exciting and different 
way for students to practice a critical skill with 
a device familiar to them.  

Sara Churchill
Blair Community Schools  
Arbor Park Intermediate School

A number of our fourth and fifth grade  
students have eagerly used the mp3 player/
recorders that were purchased through our 
NETA 2009 grant. The mp3 player/record-
ers received heavier usage in the second 
semester of the school year. Students eagerly 
checked out the players that were preloaded 
with audiobooks. Follett Library Resources 
carries mp3 CDs that have liberal usage policies 
regarding the number of devices that can hold 

the book. Although we discovered some difficul-
ties with this process, it invigorated some of our 
most struggling students and reinforced the idea 
that our students really want to have newer for-
mats of audiobooks. 

Although we tried to record more podcasts,  
another change in the audio codec caused prob-
lems importing the sound files to iTunes and 
Garageband. Even so, ultimately these devices 
will prove useful for listening stations and note 
taking, as well as some audiobook support, with 
the teachers monitoring. 

Having this grant has inspired us to attempt 
writing a grant through another grant source 
that could provide us with iPod touches with 
microphones and Playaways (all-in-one mp3 
audiobooks). If funded, this additional grant will 
provide the same excitement for learning that our 
students experienced from the devices the NETA 
grant provided. ❖

In order to further encourage the linking of technology to the 
curriculum, NETA has continued to offer the technology grant 
opportunity. Please check page 28 for more details on this year’s 
grant program. 

Thanks to Corey Dahl, Instructional Technology 
Facilitator from ESU#8, for sharing his artistic talents 

with us and providing this cartoon. cdahl@esu8.org
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Read the directions! 
Each contest has specific directions to streamline  
the process for the submitter and for those who are 
judging. Carefully following all directions that are 
listed for your contest ensures that your submission 
will be given the full attention of the judges. Before 
submitting your entry, ask yourself, have I followed  
all of the directions that were given to me?

When submitting contest materials, please be 
mindful of the following areas: 

Content 
Evidence of educational value. Ask yourself; is the 
purpose of my submission clear? The purpose should 
be clear and its content should reflect its purpose, be  
it to entertain, persuade, educate or sell.  Promoting 
social biases (gender, racial, religious, or other types) 
rather than enlarging the views of the student should 
not be considered worthwhile. 

Clear, appropriate and correct information. Make  
sure your material is related to the topic and does  
not contain offensive material. 

Functionality and  
value-added elements
If audio, video or sound is used, be sure that the 
timing, placement, volume and selection add value  
to your project. 

Spelling, grammar, punctuation  
and sentence structure
Proofread and edit! A good project will be downgraded 
if there are errors.

Effective use of space
Is the project visually appealing? Does the size, shape 
and color of the text complement the project? The 
background should also be visually appealing—flashing 
fonts, moving backgrounds and dizzy color patterns 
detract from projects. 

Sequence and navigation.
Make sure that the sequence is logical and that the 
navigation is easy for the viewer.

Creativity and Originality
•	 Creative	and	artistic	use	of	elements

•	 Demonstration	of	an	original,	unique	or	new	idea

Well-planned color choices
Appropriate use of contrast within the color scheme 
should be evident. Light color text, dark color back-
ground; dark color text, light color background.

Format & design consistency
Project should have uniform layout and balance.  
Does the project make good use of white space?

Credits/Citations
•	 All	works	properly	credited	to	author	or	illustrator

•	 All	project	sources	properly	cited

•	 All	entries	to	the	contests	must	be	completely	
created by the student (or by the teacher for teacher 
contests). ❖

Tips for Submitting a Great NETA Contest Entry
Submitted by NETA Board Directors Jane Davis & Dawn Prescott
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We are looking for your best original digitally created comic strips!

K–12 Students and Teachers—It’s time to get creative! 

•	 Students—create a comic strip that highlights your learning or showcases curriculum topics. 

•	Teachers—share with us original classroom or technology humor. The winning comics will be published 
throughout the year in the NETA newsletter.  

Eligibility
This contest is open to Nebraska K–12 public and private school students and teachers.  All entries must include 
principal’s consent for contest entries and principal’s contact information.

Divisions and Awards
This year there will a maximum of four winners selected from K–12 students and teachers. The number of  
winners per category/age group is at the discretion of the judges. 

The a) sponsoring teachers of student winners and b) teacher winners of the Creative Comics Contest will be 
recognized at the opening session on Thursday April 28, 2011. Winning teachers are encouraged to attend the 
NETA Spring Conference and will receive a nontransferable complimentary conference registration, and the 
teacher’s school district will be reimbursed the actual cost for Thursday’s substitute.  

All entrants are encouraged to check the NETA Website (http://www.netasite.org) for results on or after February 
15, 2011. The teacher winners and sponsors of the student winners will receive notification of contest results via 
the email address provided on the entry form. We request that teachers (entering contest or those with students 
entering contest) do not register for the conference until the winners are announced. All products submitted 
become property of NETA and may be distributed freely. 

Guidelines
1.  The digital comic must be submitted on CD as one of the following file types: .pdf, .png, .jpg, .tiff AND the 

image must be printed and mounted on construction paper not to exceed 8.5” by 11”.

2.  The entry blank must be completed and taped to the back of the construction paper with the submitted 
CD. Each entry MUST be on its own CD or it will be disqualified.

3.  Entries must be postmarked by January 10, 2011.

4.  Entries will not be returned.

5.  Copyrighted material must follow copyright and fair use guidelines.

6.  Maximum number of student entries per teacher is THREE (3). Teachers may need to complete  
prejudging at the school level to determine the three entries submitted.

Creative  
Comics Contest

For Teachers and Students
New!

(Continued on the next page)
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7.  Only one entry per student or teacher (submitting teacher comic entry) is allowed.

8.  All entries are to be mailed with the entry form below to:

Susan Prabulos 
Meadow Lane Elementary 
7200 Vine St. 
Lincoln, NE 68505

Direct questions to: sprabul@lps.org

Entry Form for NETA’s 

Please print legibly or go to http://netasite.org to download an interactive PDF form:

Contest Category:     ❏ Student        ❏ Teacher

Entrant’s Name __________________________________________________________________

School __________________________________________________________________________ 

School Street/PO Box Address _____________________________________________________

School City, State, Zip ______________________________________________________________________________

Teacher e-mail  ________________________________________ 

School phone __________________________________________

Project Name  _____________________________________________________________________________________

The signatures below verify agreement that the entry was completely produced by the submitting student or teacher. 

Entrant’s signature  __________________________________________  Date ________________________________

Teacher’s printed name  _________________________________________________(only needed for student entries)

Teacher’s signature  _____________________________________________________(only needed for student entries)

Date _________________________________________________

Principal’s printed name  ____________________________________  Date  ________________________________

Principal’s signature ____________________________________  Principal’s email ____________________________

Include this form with the entry, as described on previous page. 

Deadline—Postmark on or before January 10, 2011. Send to the address above.

(Creative Comics Contest Guidelines, continued)

Creative  
Comics Contest
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Put your name “in the hat” to possibly win a free NETA Registration

Attention Nebraska K–12 Public/Private Teachers who are in their first three years of teaching!
If you can answer “yes” to all of the following, please submit your name for the drawing: 1) teacher with 3 years  
or less teaching experience, 2) has not attended NETA Conference, 3) knows that school or district does not have 
the means to pay registration costs, 4) has strong interest in use of technology in the classroom, 5) has principal/
supervisor support.

A maximum of three names will be drawn for free NETA Conference Registrations. Each winner will be regis-
tered at no cost for the full two-day conference. (Principal’s consent for attendance required.) All three winners 
drawn will receive notification via email by February 15, 2011 at the email address provided on the entry form. 
Teachers submitting their name for the drawing should NOT register for the conference until winners are 
announced. 

Submission deadline 
The drawing form below must be postmarked on or before January 10, 2011. Direct contest questions to Lynne 
Herr at lherr@esu6.org.

Please Submit Your Entry to: 
 Dr. Lynne Herr
 ESU#6
 210 5th Street
 Milford, NE 68405

NETA Free Conference Drawing Entry form—please print! 
Print legibly on this form or go to the NETA website at http://netasite.org to download an interactive form.

Name  _____________________________________  School __________________________________________

Position (content area and grade level)  ____________________________________________________________

Home Address (Street, City, State, Zip)  ___________________________________________________________

School Address (Street, City, State, Zip) ___________________________________________________________

Home Phone _______________________________  School Phone ____________________________________

Teacher’s email  _____________________________  Principal’s email __________________________________

Principal’s printed name_________________________________________________________________________

Principal’s signature  ____________________________________________________________________________

Certify that you meet each item below by checking in the boxes:

 ❐ I am teacher with 3 years or less in classroom.
 ❐ I have not attended the NETA Conference.
 ❐ I know that my school or district will not be able to pay my registration.
 ❐ I have a strong interest in use of technology in the classroom.
 ❐ I have principal/supervisor support.

Signature of applicant  _____________________________________________  Date  ______________________

Submit Your Entry to:  
Dr. Lynne Herr 
ESU#6 
210 5th Street 
Milford, NE 68405
Deadline: January 10, 2011

Opportunity to Attend NETA 2011
For Teachers Who Have Taught Three Years or Less!
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ISTE Teacher Trek Contest 
Win a Trip to ISTE 2011 in Philadelphia Next Summer!

This opportunity to attend ISTE 2011 (http://www.isteconference.org/2011/,  
June 26–29) is open to Nebraska K–12 Public or Private School Teachers.

Judging and Awards
Trips will be awarded with a maximum of $1500 each (total in awards not to exceed $9000). Each winner will be 
invited to the NETA Spring Conference on Thursday, April 28, 2011, to be recognized at the opening general session 
and the teacher’s school district will be reimbursed for the district’s actual cost for a substitute on Thursday so the 
teacher may attend the award ceremony. (Principal’s consent required.)

All winners will receive notification of contest results via email by February 15, 2011 at the email address  
provided on the entry form. Teachers should NOT register for the conference until winners are announced. 
All products submitted become property of NETA, and may be distributed. Creativity in submissions is  
encouraged!

Guidelines:
•	 Up	to	$1500	will	be	awarded	for	conference	registration,	coach	class	airfare,	hotel	and	meals	to	attend	ISTE	

2011 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
•	 Up	to	six	winners	will	be	chosen	(see	special	note	on	page	29).
* We are asking you to use your creative technology skills to submit your contest entry explaining how you use 

technology to enhance student learning and how attending ISTE 2011 would strengthen what you already do. 
What are you hoping to learn or gain by attending sessions at ISTE 2011?

•	 Projects	must	be	able	to	be	judged	in	less	than	2	minutes.
•	 The	winners	will	write	a	follow-up	NETA	newsletter	article	explaining	what	projects	or	plans	will	be	imple-

mented in their classroom based upon what was learned through ISTE 2011 attendance. 

Submission deadline
Must be postmarked on or before January 10, 2011. Direct questions to Nicki Noordhoek at nnoordho@esu6.org

Submit to: Nicki Noordhoek, Waverly Middle School, 13801 Amberly Road, Box 426, Waverly, NE  68462

ISTE 2011 Trip Contest Application Form

Entry form—please print clearly or download an interactive form at http://netasite.org:

Name _______________________________________________  School  ___________________________________

Position (content area and grade level) ________________________________________________________________

Home Address (Street, City, State, Zip) _______________________________________________________________

School Address (Street, City, State, Zip) ______________________________________________________________

Home Phone _________________________________________  School Phone _____________________________

Teacher’s email ___________________________________________________________________________________

Applicant’s signature ______________________________________________________________________________

Principal’s printed name  ____________________________________  Date  _______________________________

Principal’s signature ____________________________________ Principal’s email ___________________________

Submission deadline: Postmarked by January 10, 2011.

Submit this form with application narrative described above to: 
 Nicki Noordhoek, Waverly Middle School, 13801 Amberly Road, Box 426, Waverly, NE  68462
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Purpose
The purpose of the Nebraska Excellence in Leading with Technology Award is to 
recognize and honor an individual who has demonstrated outstanding achievement 
in implementing technology to improve teaching, learning or administration.

Eligibility
This contest is open to Nebraska K–12 public and private school administrators and technology coordinators whose 
primary job role does not include teaching students. All entries must include the superintendent’s consent for 
contest entry and superintendent’s contact information. If a superintendent is submitting his/her own application, 
the President of the local Board of Education may be used.

Judging and Awards
The winner will be determined by a panel of Directors from the NETA Board based on the following guidelines:  
(Note: Technology is assumed to mean more than just computers.)

a. The nominee is NOT a K–12 classroom teacher.

b. The nominee’s work has had a significant positive impact on technology use in teaching, learning or  
administration; locally, regionally, statewide or nationwide.

c. The nominee has made efforts to involve the community in their work or has facilitated partnerships with  
business and/or other organizations to advance the use of technology in teaching, learning or administration.

d. The nominee works tirelessly to genuinely improve the quality of education.

e. The nominee has integrated deliberate planning in an effort to improve education through the use of  
technology.

f.  The quality of education and/or work experience has been significantly advanced in the nominee’s  
workplace as a result of the nominee’s efforts.

h. The nominee has contributed to the profession by presenting at professional conferences, seminars  
and/or workshops or publishing articles in print or through electronic media.

i. The nominee’s work can be used as a model.

j. The nominee’s work reflects the mission and purpose of NETA.

The winner will receive a $600 award for use by the recipient for professional activities, which could include 
conference reimbursement, tuition, or subscriptions (to be spent by April 30, 2012); a plaque and will be invited 
to the NETA Spring Conference on Thursday, April 28, 2011, to be recognized at the opening general session. In 
addition, the winner of this award will become Nebraska’s nominee for the International Society for Technology 
in Education (ISTE) “Outstanding Technology Leader Award.”

The winner will also be invited to be a special guest at a Wednesday evening dinner with the NETA Board of 
Directors where they will be asked to do a short speech on their approach to integrating technology. The winner 
will receive a complimentary conference registration.

Please complete the nomination form and submit it along with the packet described on the next page. If you  
have any questions feel free to contact Sue Oppliger by e-mail at sopplig@esu7.org. Thank you very much for the 
application and we wish all of you the best of luck! ❖

Excellence in Leading  
with Technology Award

NETA’s 2011
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Excellence in Leading with Technology Award—Guidelines & nomination form

To nominate a technology leader, submit a nomination packet as described below. Please print legibly on this 
form or go to http://netasite.org to download an interactive form.

Part I: Contact Information

Nominator  _______________________________________________________________________________________

Relationship to the nominee  _________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address  ___________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip  _____________________________________________________________________________________

Daytime phone  _______________________________  E-mail address ______________________________________

Nominee Information

Name  ____________________________________________________________________________________________

School  ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Position (Please also specify building or district level)  ___________________________________________________

Home address (Street, City, State, Zip)  ________________________________________________________________

School address (Street, City, State, Zip)  _______________________________________________________________

Home phone  _________________________________  School phone ______________________________________

Nominee e-mail  ______________________________  Superintendent’s e-mail ______________________________

Nominee’s signature ____________________________________________  Date  ____________________________

Nominator’s signature __________________________________________  Date  ____________________________

Superintendent’s printed name  ______________________________________________________________________

Superintendent’s signature  ______________________________________  Date  ____________________________

Part II: Nomination Statement

(To be completed by person(s) submitting the nomination.) 
Please state your reasons for recommending the individual. Include a brief description of the nominee’s achieve-
ments and service to teaching, learning or administration using educational technology. Discuss how the nominee 
has served the field in an exemplary manner. Please be as specific as possible.

Part III: Resume or Vitae

Please include a resume or vitae outlining the nominee’s professional background and experience.

Part IV: Letters of Recommendation

Two to three letters of recommendation are strongly encouraged.

Submission deadline

Must be postmarked on or before January 10, 2011.

Submit to:  NETA Excellence in Leading with Technology Award 
  c/o Sue Oppliger 
  Educational Service Unit 7 
  2657 44 Avenue 
  Columbus NE 68601
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Purpose
The purpose of the Nebraska Excellence in Teaching with Technology Award is to  
recognize and honor an individual who has demonstrated outstanding achievement in 
implementing technology to improve teaching and learning.

Eligibility
This contest is open to Nebraska K–12 public and private school teachers. All entries must include principal’s 
consent for contest entry and principal’s contact information.

Judging and Awards
The winner will be determined by a panel of Directors from the NETA Board based on the following guidelines:  
(Note: Technology is assumed to mean more than just computers.)

a. The nominee is a K–12 classroom teacher.

b. The nominee’s work has had a significant positive impact on technology use in teaching and learning; 
locally, regionally, statewide.

c. The nominee has made efforts to involve the community in their work or has facilitated partnerships with 
business and/or other organizations to advance the use of technology in teaching and learning.

d. The nominee works tirelessly to genuinely improve the quality of education.

e. The nominee has integrated deliberate planning in an effort to improve education through the use of  
technology.

f. The quality of education and/or work experience has been significantly advanced in the nominee’s work-
place as a result of the nominee’s efforts.

h. The nominee has contributed to the profession by presenting at professional conferences, seminars and/or 
workshops or publishing articles in print or through electronic media.

i. The nominee’s work can be used as a model.

j. The nominee’s work reflects the mission and purpose of NETA.

The winner will receive a $600 award for use by the recipient for professional activities, which could include 
conference reimbursement, tuition, or subscriptions (to be spent by April 30, 2012); a plaque and will be invited  
to the NETA Spring Conference on Thursday, April 28, 2011, to be recognized at the opening general session. In 
addition, the winner of this award will become Nebraska’s nominee for the International Society for Technology 
in Education (ISTE) “Outstanding Technology Using Educator Award.”

The winner will also be invited to be a special guest at a Wednesday evening dinner with the NETA Board of 
Directors where they will be asked to do a short speech on their approach to integrating technology. The winner 
will receive a complimentary conference registration and the teacher’s school district will be reimbursed for the 
district’s actual cost for a substitute on Thursday so the teacher may attend the award ceremony. (Principal’s 
consent required.) 

Please complete the nomination form and submit it along with the packet described on the next page. If you  
have any questions feel free to contact Sue Oppliger by e-mail at sopplig@esu7.org. Thank you very much for the 
application and we wish all of you the best of luck!❖

Excellence in Teaching 
with Technology Award

NETA’s 2011
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Excellence in Teaching with Technology Award—Guidelines & nomination form

To nominate a technology leader, submit a nomination packet as described below. Please print legibly on this form 
or go to http://netasite.org to download an interactive form.

Part I: Contact Information 
Nominator  _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Relationship to the nominee _______________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address _________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip  _________________________________________________________________________________________

Daytime phone  ___________________________________  E-mail address  ______________________________________

Nominee Information

Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________

School __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Position (Content area and grade level) _____________________________________________________________________

Home address (Street, City, State, Zip) ______________________________________________________________________

School address (Street, City, State, Zip) _____________________________________________________________________

Home phone __________________________________________ School phone ____________________________________

Nominee e-mail _______________________________________ Principal’s e-mail _________________________________

Nominee’s signature  ______________________________________________________________  Date _________________

Nominator’s signature  ____________________________________________________________  Date  ________________

Principal’s printed name __________________________________________________________________________________

Principal’s signature  ______________________________________________________________  Date  ________________

Part II: Nomination Statement 

(To be completed by person(s) submitting the nomination.) 
Please state your reasons for recommending the individual. Include a brief description of the nominee’s  
achievements and service to educational technology. Discuss how the nominee has served the field in an  
exemplary manner. Please be as specific as possible.

Part III: Resume or Vitae

Please include a resume or vitae outlining the nominee’s professional background and experience.

Part IV: Letters of Recommendation 

Two to three letters of recommendation are strongly encouraged.

Submission deadline

Must be postmarked on or before January 10, 2011.

Submit to:  NETA Excellence in Teaching with Technology Award 
  c/o Sue Oppliger 
  Educational Service Unit 7 
  2657 44 Avenue 
  Columbus NE 68601



28

NETA News 

September 2010 http://netasite.org

NETA’s 2011

Technology Grant Program
Purpose
To further encourage the linking of technology to the curriculum, NETA is proud to 
continue the Technology Grant Program. NETA wants to encourage projects that directly 
integrate different types of technology into different subject areas (including across the 
curriculum) and different grade levels. The desire would be that selected grant projects 
would be beneficial to many educators and students (not just one individual or situation).

Eligibility
This contest is open to Nebraska K–12 public and private school teachers. All entries must include the appropriate 
principal’s consent for contest entry and the principal’s contact information.

Judging and Awards
Grants will be awarded with a maximum of $1500 each (total in awards not to exceed $9000). Each winner will  
be invited to the NETA Spring Conference on Thursday, April 28, 2011, to be recognized at the opening general 
session and the teacher’s school district will be reimbursed for the district’s actual cost for a substitute on  
Thursday so the teacher may attend the award ceremony. (Principal’s consent required.)

All winners will receive notification of contest results via email by February 15, 2011 at the email address  
provided on the entry form. Teachers should NOT register for the conference until winners are announced. 
All products submitted become property of NETA, and may be distributed freely.

Guidelines
· Grants awarded will have a maximum of $1500 each.
· Materials purchased with NETA grant money will belong to the recipient’s school district, not to the individual.
· A hard copy “midterm” progress report is due by December 1, 2011. (This is to keep the NETA Board up-to-

date with the progress of the grants and aware of any problems that may arise.) Progress reports will be published 
in the NETA newsletter.

· Grant recipients will be required to present their project at the following NETA Conference as a poster session. 
At this presentation, handouts and information about the project will be shared with other NETA educators.

· Grant recipients will be announced at the NETA Conference Opening Session and in the NETA newsletter.
· Grant recipients will submit a hard copy final report by July 1, 2012, of less than 250 words that describes 

activities, software, and the impact on students that can be printed in NETA’s newsletter.
· Grants are to be awarded for original projects only and are not to sustain previous grant projects.
· The number of awards may vary depending upon the quantity and quality of entries. This decision will be  

made by the judges, and the judges’ decision is final.

Submission deadline
Must be postmarked by January 10, 2011.

The Application
Using a maximum of three pages, please answer the following questions and be as specific as possible.

1) Describe your project in one paragraph or less
2)  Include a  month by month timeline.
3) Describe how the students will use the equipment and items purchased. 
4) Discuss the goals or outcomes you hope to see in your students as result of implementing this project.
5)   Itemize your budget needs in table format.  Be sure to list vendors, shipping costs, and use exact numbers 

(not estimates or rounded numbers)
6)   Describe your evaluation process and how you will determine the project’s success using the data collected. 
7) Describe how you will share your results and successes beyond the classroom and with the NETA membership.

Direct contest questions to: nbadgley@esu10.org. Submit this application narrative with the form on the next page.
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Technology Grant Application Form

Read the grant guidelines on the previous page and submit the required narrative with  
the form below.

Entry form

Please print legibly or go to http://netasiste.org to download an interactive PDF form.

Name ____________________________________________________________________

School ____________________________________________________________________

Position (Content area and grade level) ________________________________________

Home address (Street, City, State, Zip) ________________________________________________________________

School address (Street, City, State, Zip) ________________________________________________________________

Home phone ______________________________________  School phone __________________________________

Teacher’s e-mail ____________________________________  Principal’s e-mail _______________________________

Applicant’s signature  __________________________________________________________ Date ________________

Principal’s printed name  _______________________________________________________ Date ________________

Principal’s signature ____________________________________  Principal’s email  ___________________________

Submission deadline: Postmarked by January 10, 2011.

Submit this form with application narrative described on previous page to: 

     Nicole Badgley 
     Arnold Public Schools 
     405 N Haskell 
     Arnold, NE 69120

Special Note about the NETA Grants and the ISTE Teacher Trek Contest

(ISTE contest described on page 23.)

• The total amount of money allotted for BOTH the Grant Awards and the ISTE Trip 
awards is $9000.

• There will be up to six winners of up to $1500 from Grants and ISTE contests 
combined. The six chosen winners can be in any combination from the two  
opportunities, depending on the number and quality of entries.

• Questions should be directed to Lynne Herr, Contests Coordinator, at  
lherr@esu6.org
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K–12 NETA Conference Logo Contest
Create a design for the NETA Spring Conference 2011—

e3 empower, encourage, engage
Purpose
Encourage students’ creativity by entering artwork created with computers in the 
NETA Conference Logo Contest.

Eligibility
This contest is open to Nebraska K–12 public and private school students. All 
entries must include principal’s consent for contest entry and principal’s contact information. 
Only individual entries will be accepted—no group entries.

Judging and Awards
The winning design will be used on the conference materials, T-shirts and will also be published in the NETA 
newsletter and/or on the NETA website and shown at the conference. The Logo Contest winner will receive an 
award and a complimentary T-shirt and Conference program featuring their design. Each contest entry must be 
sponsored by the entering student’s current classroom teacher, and each teacher may sponsor a maximum of three 
entries. The sponsoring teacher of the Logo Contest Winner is encouraged to attend the NETA Spring Conference 
and will receive a nontransferable complimentary conference registration, and the teacher’s school district will be 
reimbursed the actual cost for that teacher’s substitute for one day.

All entrants are encouraged to check the NETA Website (http://www.netasite.org) for results on or after February 
15, 2011. The Logo Contest winner and their teacher sponsor will receive notification of contest results via e-mail  
at the email address provided on the entry form. We request that sponsoring teachers do not register for the 
conference until the winner is announced. All products submitted become property of NETA and may be 
distributed freely. Decisions are at the discretion of the judges.

Guidelines:
1.  The graphic must be computer-generated from scratch (no clip art of any kind).

2.  There is a four color maximum (black counts as one color, as does white). The entry may be printed in color 
or be printed in black on white paper with the design “colored” in, but students are encouraged to use a 
good color ink jet or color laser printer.

3.  The design should contain “NETA,” the conference theme “e3  empower, encourage, engage” and the year 
2011.  
All words contained in the graphics must be spelled correctly.

4.  The design may be no larger than 8.5” by 11”.

5.  The entry must be mounted on a 9” by 12” piece of construction paper.

6.  The entry blank on the next page must be completed and scotch taped to the back of the construction paper.

7.  Entries must by postmarked by January 10, 2011.

8.  The winner must be prepared to immediately submit the graphic and any fonts used by e-mail attachment 
immediately after judging.

9. All entries are to be mailed with the form on the following page to: 
 Jason Rushing 
 Humann Elementary 
 6720 Rockwood Lane 
 Lincoln NE 68516
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(Logo Contest Guidelines continued)

Note: Entries will not be returned. Maximum number of entries per teacher is THREE (3). You will need to do 
some prejudging at your school and only send in your three best entries. 

Questions should be directed to the address on the form or e-mailed to the following address: jrushing@lps.org.

*NETA stands for Nebraska Educational Technology Association. Members are teachers, college 
students interested in teaching, technology specialists and college professors. NETA is committed  
to helping kids learn by using computers and any other kind of modern technology. Over 2200 
members attend the spring conference each year.

K–12 NETA Conference Logo Contest
Entry Form

Please print legibly or go to http://netasite.org to download an interactive PDF form:

Student Name ___________________________________________________________________

School ________________________________________________ Grade __________________

School Street/PO Box Address _____________________________________________________

School City, State, Zip ______________________________________________________________________________

Teacher e-mail  ________________________________________ Principal e-mail ____________________________  

School phone __________________________________________

Software Used (include version) __________________________ Computer used ____________________________

The signatures below verify agreement that the entry was completely produced by the submitting student. 

Student signature  ______________________________________ Date ______________________________________

Teacher’s printed name  _____________________________________________________________________________

Teacher’s signature  _____________________________________ Date ______________________________________

Principal’s printed name  ____________________________________________________________________________

Principal’s signature ____________________________________ Date ______________________________________

Include this form to the back of the entry, as described on previous page.  
Deadline—Postmark on or before January 10, 2011.

Mail to:

  Jason Rushing 
 Humann Elementary 
 6720 Rockwood Lane 
 Lincoln, NE 68516

✄
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Web 2.0 Tools—Student Collaboration Contest 
Web 2.0 tools are characterized as online tools to encourage and foster communica-
tion, information sharing and knowledge in a user-centered design, allowing the user 
to navigate through the information and therefore interact with it.

Eligibility
This contest is open to Nebraska K–12 public and private school students. All entries must include principal’s 
consent for contest entry and principal’s contact information. 

Contest Examples
Examples of interactive entries: classroom blogs, wikis, web pages, online interactive classroom newsletters or 
educational social networking sites e.g. ning. 

Judging and Awards
Three places will be awarded in each division of the contest. Certificates will be given to the winning student 
groups.

Each teacher may sponsor only one entry and each entry may be sponsored by only one teacher. 

Divisions of Contest
The Web 2.0 Tools Contest has divisions. Places and grade divisions may be adjusted based upon the number and 
quality of entries received. Decisions are made at the discretion of the judges.

Student Divisions
Grades K–4, Grades 5–8, Grades 9–12   

Each contest entry must be sponsored by the entering student’s classroom teacher. The sponsoring teacher is 
encouraged to attend the NETA Conference to be recognized if the students they sponsor are selected as contest 
winners. The sponsoring teacher listed on the entry form of a winning entry will receive a nontransferable compli-
mentary conference registration, and the teacher’s school district will be reimbursed the actual cost of Thursday’s 
substitute pay.

All entrants should refer to the NETA web site (http://netasite.org) on or after February 15, 2011 for contest 
results. We request that sponsoring teachers do not register for the conference until winners are announced. 
Application materials will not be returned to entrants. All submitted projects may be distributed freely by NETA. 
The entry form must be completed in full. Awards will be mailed out to the students’ school districts following the 
NETA Spring Conference. All entries must be posted online.

Guidelines
1. Evidence of educational value.
2. Completely accessible online.
3. Any links, including audio or video, must be functional.
4. User-friendly navigation.
5. Copyrighted material must follow copyright and fair use guidelines.
6. Project is sustainable. 
7.  URL Link (Website Address) should be active and working.

Collaboration 
ContestWeb 2.0 Tools Student

(Entry form on the next page)
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Submission deadline
Must be postmarked on or before January 10, 2011

Submit to: Jane Davis 
  c/o Hershey Public School 
  Box 369 
  Hershey, NE 69143
Direct contest questions to Jane Davis at jdavis@esu16.org

Web 2.0 Student Collaboration—Entry Form

1. Please print legibly or download interactive PDF from http://netasite.org

Grade Level (check one): ❏ K–4  ❏ 5–8   ❏ 9–12

Student Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________________

School ____________________________________________________________________________________________

School Street Address_______________________________________________________________________________

School City, State, Zip ______________________________________________________________________________

Teacher e-mail  ____________________________________________________________________________________

School phone __________________________________________ Project name _______________________________

The signatures below verify agreement that the entry was completely produced by the submitting student(s). 

URL of entry: http:// ________________________________________________________________________________

Student signature  ______________________________________ Date ______________________________________

Teacher’s printed name  _____________________________________________________________________________

Teacher’s signature  _____________________________________ Date ______________________________________

Principal’s printed name  ____________________________________________________________________________

Principal’s signature ____________________________________ Date ______________________________________

Principal’s email  _______________________________________

2.  Please include a short description of how your project was utilized in the curriculum.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Send your URL (Website Address) to Jane Davis in an e-mail.

INTHE SUBJECT LINE please put STUDENT WEB 2.0 CONTEST 
Copy and paste your URL (Website Address) link and e-mail to jdavis@esu16.org

Mail the form above for the official entry. Deadline—Postmark on or before January 10, 2011.

Web 2.0 Tools Student
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Web 2.0 Tools—Teacher Collaboration Project Contest 
Web 2.0 tools are characterized as tools to encourage and foster communication, 
information sharing and knowledge in a user-centered design, allowing the user to 
navigate through the information and therefore interact with it.

Eligibility
This contest is open to Nebraska K–12 public and private school teachers. All entries must include principal’s 
consent for contest entry and principal’s contact information. Teacher category is defined as one teacher. 

Contest Examples
Examples of interactive entries: classroom blogs, wikis, web pages, online interactive classroom newsletters or 
educational social networking sites e.g. ning. 

Judging and Awards
Three awards will be given.

Divisions of Contest
The Web 2.0 Tools Contest has divisions. Places and grade divisions may be adjusted based upon the number and 
quality of entries received. Decisions are made at the discretion of the judges.

Teacher Divisions
Grades K–4, Grades 5–8, Grades 9–12 

The teacher is encouraged to attend the NETA Conference to be recognized if selected as a contest winner.  
The teacher listed on the entry form of a winning entry will receive a nontransferable complimentary conference 
registration, and the teacher’s school district will be reimbursed for the district’s actual cost of a substitute for  
one day.

All entrants should refer to the NETA web site (http://netasite.org) on or after February 15, 2011 for contest 
results. We request that teacher entrants do not register for the conference until winners are announced. 
Application materials will not be returned to entrants. All submitted projects may be distributed freely by NETA. 
The entry form must be completed in full. Awards will be mailed out to the teachers’ school districts following the 
NETA Spring Conference. All entries must be posted online.

Guidelines:
1.  Evidence of educational value.

2.  Accessible online.

3.  Any links, including audio or video, must be functional.

4.  User-friendly navigation.

5.  Copyrighted material must follow copyright and fair use guidelines.

6.  Project is sustainable.

7.   URL Link (Website Address) should be active and working.

Collaboration 
ContestWeb 2.0 Tools Teacher

(Entry form on the next page)



35
September 2010http://netasite.org

NETA News 

Submission deadline
Must be postmarked on or before January 10, 2011

Submit to:
Dawn Prescott 
c/o Schuyler Middle School 
200 W. 10th St. 
Schuyler, NE 68661

Direct contest questions to Dawn Prescott at dprescot@esu7.org

Web 2.0 Teacher Collaboration—Entry Form

1.  Please print legibly or download interactive PDF from http://netasite.org

Grade Level (check one): ❏ K–4  ❏ 5–8   ❏ 9–12

Teacher Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________________

School ____________________________________________________________________________________________

School Street Address_______________________________________________________________________________

School City, State, Zip ______________________________________________________________________________

Teacher e-mail  ____________________________________________________________________________________

School phone __________________________________________ Project name _______________________________

The signatures below verify agreement that the entry was completely produced by the submitting teacher. 

URL of entry: http:// ________________________________________________________________________________

Teacher’s printed name  _____________________________________________________________________________

Teacher’s signature  _____________________________________ Date ______________________________________

Principal’s printed name  ____________________________________________________________________________

Principal’s signature ____________________________________ Date ______________________________________

Principal’s email  _______________________________________

2.  Please include a short description of how your project was utilized in your curriculum.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Send your URL (Website Address) to Dawn Prescott in an e-mail.

IN THE SUBJECT LINE please put TEACHER WEB 2.0 CONTEST 
Copy and paste your URL (Website Address) link and e-mail to dprescot@esu7.org

Mail the form above for the official entry. Deadline—Postmark on or before January 10, 2011.

Web 2.0 Tools Teacher
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K–12 Graphic Imagery Contest
Entries in the graphic imagery contest could include: 
•	 digital	photographs
•	 images	that	have	been	digitally	enhanced
•	 hand	drawn	images
•	 others...be	creative

All entries should be original work created by the individual submitting the entry— 
clip art should NOT be used.

Eligibility 
This contest is open to Nebraska K–12 public and private school students. All entries must include principal’s 
consent for contest entry and principal’s contact information.

Judging and Awards 
•	There	will	be	a	maximum	of	12	winners	for	this	contest.	The	number	of	winners	per	category/age	group	is	at	

the discretion of the judges.
•	The	sponsoring	teacher	listed	on	the	entry	form	of	a	winning	entry	will	receive	a	nontransferable	complimen-

tary conference registration and be recognized at the 2011 NETA Conference.
•	The	sponsoring	teacher’s	school	district	will	be	reimbursed	for	the	actual	cost	for	one	day’s	substitute	pay	to	

attend NETA.
•	 Each	contest	entry	must	be	sponsored	by	the	student’s	current	classroom	teacher.
•	 Each	teacher	may	sponsor	a	maximum	of	three	entries.

Divisions are as follows: Grades K–2, Grades 3–5, Grades 6–8, and Grades 9–12. 
All entries to the contest must be completely created by the student. First, second and third places will receive 
awards.

All entrants should refer to the NETA website (http://www.netasite.org) on or after February 15, 2011, for 
contest results. Letters will be sent via US mail to winning teachers and students with conference information  
at a later date.

We request that sponsoring teachers do not register for the conference until winners are announced. 
All products submitted become property of NETA and may be distributed freely. The graphic imagery contest 
has divisions. Places may be adjusted based on the number and quality of entries received. Decisions are at the 
discretion of the judges.

Guidelines:
1. Students shall digitally capture, create, enhance or draw the graphic image themselves as an original 

work. (No clip art of any kind)

2. Students are permitted to create their image using a digital camera, image creation program, drawing 
tablet, or other digital device.

3. The digital image must be submitted on CD as one of the following file types: .pdf, .png, .jpg, .tiff AND 
the image must be printed and mounted on card stock or construction paper not to exceed 9” by 12”.

4. The entry blank must be completed and taped to the back of the construction paper with the  
submitted CD. Each entry MUST be on its own CD or it will be disqualified.

5. Entries must be postmarked by January 10, 2011.

6. Entries will not be returned.
(Continued on the next page)
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7. Maximum number of entries per teacher is THREE (3). Teachers may need to complete prejudging at 
the school level to determine the three entries submitted.

8. Only one entry per student is allowed.

9. All entries are to be mailed with the entry form below to:  
 Jackie Ediger 
 ESU#9 
 1117 E South Street 
 Hastings, Nebraska 68901

10. Direct questions to: jediger@esu9.org

NETA K–12 Graphic Imagery Contest
Entry Form—Please Print: 
Entry form—please print legibly or download an interactive form at http://netasite.org

Student Name  ________________________________________________________________________________ 

School ____________________________________________________  Grade ____________________________

School Street/PO Box Address __________________________________________________________________ 

School City, State, Zip  _________________________________________________________________________ 

Teacher e-mail  ____________________________________  Principal email ____________________________

School phone  _____________________________________________

Software Used (include version) ______________________________  Computer used ____________________

The signatures below verify agreement that the entry was completely produced by the submitting student.

Student signature  __________________________________________  Date  ____________________________

Teacher’s printed name  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Teacher’s signature _________________________________________  Date _____________________________

Principal’s printed name  _______________________________________________________________________

Principal’s signature  ________________________________________   Date  ____________________________

Deadline—Postmark on or before January 10, 2011.

Mail to:
 Jackie Ediger 
 ESU#9 
 1117 E South Street 
 Hastings, Nebraska 68901 

Checklist for Entry:

❏  Entry mounted on construction paper or  
cardstock

❏  This completed form on the back of the entry.

❏  One CD per entry as described in the  
guidelines

✂
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K–12 Open Class Contest
Write a great computer app? Send it to us! Create an awesome desktop 
publishing file? We’d love to see it! Do you have a digital story to tell? A cool 
animation? A podcast? An original music composition? We want them all!

The Rules? They’re simple: (1) Contest is open to K–12 students in Nebraska public or private schools. (2) Each 
student may enter a maximum of two projects in this contest. (3) Students do not require teacher sponsorship to 
enter this contest, but are required to list adult (teacher or parent) contact information. (4) Projects entered in 
this contest may NOT be entered in any other NETA contest. (5) Entries should be submitted under one of the 
four Contest categories (Audio, Video, Animation, Other).

Divisions and Awards: This year there will be three age group divisions: K–4, 5–8, and 9–12. The number of 
winners per category/age group is at the discretion of the judges. All entrants should check the NETA website 
(http://www.netasite.org) on or after February 15, 2011 to view the list of winners. Winners will be notified at the 
email(s) provided on the entry form by February 15, 2011.

Guidelines:
1. The type of digital media accepted is wide open. However, if you are using a program, please include a 

player for that program, or compress to one of these file formats (.mp3, .mov, .pdf, .jpg, .gif, .swf, or .html)
2. For judging purposes, entries must not take longer than 10 minutes to review.
3. Entrants using copyrighted material must follow copyright and fair use guides available on a handy PDF 

chart available at http://www.umuc.edu/library/copy.shtml#guide.
4.   For judging purposes, we are requiring only one entry per CD / DVD. 
5. Entries must be accompanied by the form below.

Submission deadline
Must be postmarked on or before January 10, 2011. Direct questions to Jason Rushing at jrushing@lps.org

Submit to:  Jason Rushing 
  c/o Humann Elementary 
  6720 Rockwood Lane 
  Lincoln, NE  68516

Entry Form for NETA Open Class Digital Media Contest

Please print legibly or download an interactive PDF form from http://netasite.org

Student Name  ____________________________________________________________________________________

Grade _____________________  School name _________________________________________________________

School address (City, State, Zip)  _____________________________________________________________________

Contact Name  _________________________________  Contact Email  ___________________________________

Student Home Address (Street, City, State, Zip)  _______________________________________________________

Select one:  (  ) Audio     (  ) Video     (  ) Animation     (  ) Other

Age Group:  (  ) K–4       (  )  5-8        (   )  9-12

The signature below verifies that the entry was completely produced by the submitting student.

Student signature  _________________________________________________________________________________

Date  ___________________________________

Students: Please include this form with your entry. Deadline—Postmark on or before January 10, 2011. 

Express 
Yourself!
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Calendar of Technology 
Conferences & Seminars

October 2010

ITEC (Iowa Technology 
Education Connection) 
Conference

October 10–12, 2010
Coralville Marriott
Coralville, IA
itec-ia.org/en/conference/

Educational Administrators 
Technology Conference 
(EDAD)

October 12–13, 2010
Kearney, NE
edad-techconference.com

National School Boards 
Association—NSBA T+L2 
Conference

October 19–21, 2010
Phoenix, AZ
www.nsba.org/T+L/

Nebraska Distance Learning 
Association (NDLA)

October 29, 2010
Durham Western Heritage 
Museum, Omaha
http://bit.ly/bPCXIl

January 2011

MacWorld Expo
January 25–29, 2011
The Moscone Center
San Francisco, CA
macworldexpo.com

Florida Educational 
Technology Conference 
(FETC)

January 31–February 3, 2011
Orange County Convention 
Center, Orlando, FL
fetc.org

February 2011

Texas Computer Education 
Association (TCEA)

February 7–11, 2011
Austin, TX
www.tcea.org

Midwest Educational 
Technology Conference 
(METC)

February 14–16, 2011
St. Charles, MO
http://metcconference.org

March 2011

Nebraska Association for the 
Gifted (NAG) Conference

March 3–4, 2011
La Vista Embassy Suites & 
Conference Center 
La Vista, NE
www.negifted.org

CoSN’s School Networking 
Conference

March 14–16, 2011
New Orleans, LA
www.cosn.org/events/

April 2011

NETA Spring Conference 
e3: empower, encourage, 
engage

April 28–29, 2011
La Vista Embassy Suites & 
Conference Center
LaVista, NE
http://netasite.org

June 2011

Nebraska Career Education 
Conference (NCE)

June 7–9, 2011
Kearney, NE
nceconference.com

ISTE Conference  
(formerly NECC) 
Unlocking Potential

June 26–29, 2011
Philadelphia, PA
www.isteconference.org/2011/

Events of every type for educators, technicians & administrators
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NETA
Nebraska Educational Technology Association 
P.O. Box 27 
Waverly, NE  68462

Membership Form
NETA Statement of Purpose: The Nebraska Educational Technology 
Association exists for the purpose of providing leadership and  
promoting the application of technology to the educational process. 
Its span of interest includes all levels and aspects of education.

 Name Position

 Preferred Address

 City State  Zip

 Home Phone Work Phone

 School/Agency Name e-mail

If you attended the Spring Conference in April, 2010, one year of membership was included with your  
registration. If you would like to be a member, but could not attend the Spring Conference, membership 
dues are $25 .00 and are good through April, 2011. Make checks payable to NETA. To become a member, 
please fill out the above form and mail with check to:

 NETA Membership ❑ I am a new member 
 P.O. Box 27 ❑ I was recruited by this current NETA member 
 Waverly, NE  68462

Address changes should be sent to the above address or e-mailed to: executivedirector@netasite.org
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